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THE 
PUBLISHER 


READER. 


> Ye. PHE kind Re 
gs FR ception which 
RIA He the Publick has 
NSN oven to a late 
Bonk jt d, An Account of. 
Denmark , (whereof Three 
Large Editions have come 
Sal in lels than Three 


A 3 Nonths) 


The Publiſher 


. Months ) encouraged me 
to leek after an Account 
of Szeden, i found all forts 
of People delirous to be in- 
torm'd in the ſtate of this 
other Northern Crown. 
After diligent Enquiry , 
| was «@: *;{t fo Fortunate as 
to light on this Account in 
Manuſcript , written ſome 
few ycars ago by a very 
Able and Learned Gentle- 
man ; and hearing that ſeve- 
ra] Copics of ir were got 
abroad, I conſider d it might 
at laſt chance to come forth 
im Print leſs Corre&t than at 
preſent I undertake to give 
ts 


to the Reader. 


itthe Vorld, whom I Pre- 
tend to oblige by. a very 
Accurate E dives: inſomuch 

that I hope the Aurhor him- 
ſelf will not be oftended at 
this Undertaking , fince 'tis. 
likely ,twould have been 
publiſhed by others, not ſo 


well to his Acdvantage. 


You will find here a Re- 
lation of Matter of Fa& 
only, thovgh I will venture 
to ſay, a very Exadt one; 
and {uch as I doubr not bur 
will be very Entertaining ro 
the Reader. 

W hat ſhares the Clergy, 
the Army, or the Court, had. 


in 


_—_ : p RE ed ee I: — EE ak ethos 224m; it | 
—_ d | - : | 6 


T he Publiſher 
in the Management of Aft- 


fairs from time to time in 
Sweden, we have reaſon to be- 
lieve are faithfully delivered 
here; the Ingenious Author 
ot this Account being a Per- 
| fon of ſo known and elta- 
blk d a Reputation. 
For ſo much as relates to 
my Publiſhing this Book , 
| contels mgenuouſly , tis 
as unknown to the Author, 
as his Perſon is to me; but 
his Candour , Pars ; and 
Gor par plainly e- 
nough by this W ork, that 
he rook great Care and Pains 
to comptle-ir, It it prove 
is a 1 ro 


to the Reader. 


to the SatisfaCtion of the Pub- 
lick) as 1 doubt not but it 
will, I ſhall not loſe my La- 


bour, nor you the Pleaſure 


and Benefit of it. 
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Cnkr Lt 
Of Sucden in general. 


P H E Dominions* ſubject 
to the Crown of Sueder 
have in this and the lait 

Age been fo enlarged , by the 

Acquiſitions, or ( as fome call 

them) Encroachments made up- 

on all rheir Neighbours, that they 
| Dp do 
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do not properly fall under one 
General Deſcription ; the Quali- 
ties and Characters of ſome of 
its Provinces being, as different as 
cheir Situation : So that the Short 
View here offer'd, will notfeach 
che more diſtant parts, but chiefly 
reſpects the Kingdom of Sueden, 
and Dukedom of Finland, which 
have the Baltick Sea on the South, 
the unpaſſable Mountains of Me 
way 0a the Weſt, Lapland on the 
North, and Moſcovy on the Faſt ; 
being extended from 55 to 6g 
Degrees of Northern Laticude , 
ladfrom 3210 55 in Longitude ; 
and conl{equ« nrly are more than 
twice as bio as the Kingdom of 
France: But the Abatements that 
. muſt be made for ſeveral Seas, and 
'm any great HC, lome whereof 
above YoE 1g þ Mi! es long, and 
20 broad, 2s alio for Rocks, 
Woods, ] Heaths , and Moralles, 


thas 


An Accomm of Sueden. 3 


that cover very much of theſe 
Countries, will reduce the habita» 
ble part to a very {mall portion, 
comparatively to the Extent of 
the whole. 

The Soil in places capable of 
Cultivating, is colerably Fraitful, 
though ſeldom above half a foor 
deep; and therefore more eaſily 
Plowed, as it frequently 1s by one 
Maid and an Oxe, and is genera]- \ b 
ly beſt where there is leaſt of it, 
that is, inthe little ſpaces berween 
che Rocks; and frequently the 
Barren Land enriched with the 
Aſhes of Trees growing on the 
places thar arc' burnt, and the 
Secd raked among the Aſhes pro- 
duces a plentiful Crop without 
farther Cultivation. | 

This practice 1s lo ancient, that 
their Writers derive the Name of 
Sueden from a word in their Lan- 
guage that expreſles ir; bur the 

B 2 danger 
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danger of deſtroying the Woods 
has of late occaſioned ſome Laws 
:o limit that Cuſtom. 

if the Inhabitants were 1ndu- 
ſtrious, above what neceſſity for- 
ces them to, they might at leaſt 
have Corn ſufficient of their own; 
bur. as things are manag'd, they 
have not, nor can (ub Fry without 
orcat Importations cf all ſorts of 
Grain from the Courtrey of Leif- 
land, and other parts -of Germany, 
adjacent to the Paltick Sea: And 
notwithſtanding thele Supplies, 
the pooreſc ſorc in many places 
remote from 'Traffick, are fain to 
/ grind the Bark of Birch- Trecs to 
MIX with their Corn and make 
Bread, [of which they have not 
always plenty. 

The Cartel, as 11 other Northern 
\ Countries, are generally of a ve- 
ry {mall fize; neither can the 


ved be berrered by bringing in 


larger 


-\ 
” 
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larger from abroad, which ſoon 
degenerate; becauſe in Summer 
the Graſs is much Jels nouriſhing 
than in the places from whence 
they came ; and in the. Winter 
they are ulually half-ſtarved, for 
want of Fodder of all kinds , 
which often falls lo very ſhort, | 
that they are forced to unthatch "> 
their Houſes to keepa part of their Key 
Cartel alive. Their Sheep bear a 
very courſe Wool, only fit to mare 
Cloathins for the Peaſants. The 
Horſes, cſ{pecially the Fowiſh, tho 
{mall, are hardy, vigorous, ſtrong, 
{ure-footed and nimble 'Trotters, 
which is of great ule to them, be-_ 
caule of the length of their Win- 

' ters, and their fitnels for Sleds, 
| __ which 1s their only Carriage in 
- | that Seaſon; and the Soldiers do 
pretend, that in War they are not 
only able to reſiſt, bur to break a -M 
Body of the belt German Horle. 
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Of Wild Beaſts, which are ve- 
ry plentiful in theſe parts, Bears, 
Elkes, Deer, and Hares, are hunt- 
ed for their Fleſh, as allo, roge- 
ther wich Wolves, Foxes, Wild- 
Cats, exc. for their Fursind Hides. 
They hunt with leſs Ceremony 
than clſewhere is uſed, taking all 


| advantages to ſhoot cheir Game, 


at which they are generally very 
dextrous. Parks there are but few, 


and meanly ſtock d, the Charge 
of feeding Deer all Winter ex- 
ceeding the Profic, and abaring 
the Pleaſure of hom: There are 


'no Rabbecs in theſe Countries, 


but: what are brought in for Cu- 
riofi:y, and kept Tame. In Win- 
ter Foxes and Squirrels ſomewhat 
conange Colour, and become 
Grayith, but Hares turn white as 


Snow. 
Fowl both Wild and Tame are 


C ery pientitul and good in their | 


kind, 
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kind, except Sea-Fowl,which feed 
and taſte of Fiſh : The moſt com- 
mon are Orras and Keders, the for- 


mer of the bigneſs of a Hen, the 


other of a Turky; as alſo Partridzes, 
and a Bird ſomewhat reſembling 
them, called Nerpers. Thete are 
taken in. Winter great numbers of 
{mall Birds, as Thruſhes, Blackbirds, 
and Sydenſcyans ; the laſt of the 
bigneſs of Veldefares, but better 
meat, ſuppoſed to come from 
Lapland, or yet farther North ; and 
have their Name from the beau- 
tifulneſs of their Feathers , ſome 
of which are tipt at the point 
with Scarlet. Pigeons there are, 


 thole of the Woods very rare, 


be cauſe of the Hawks; and of 
the Houſe-Pigeons none but 
what are kept tame, becauſe their 


Food is ſcarce, and the danger of 


the Hawks great if they go abroad. 
Eagles, Hawks, and other rapaci- 
B 4 ous 
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ous: Fowl abound moſt in the 
Nerthern and Deſarc parts, whi- 
thct Nature : ſeems to call them ; 
as may be gathered from a Story 
credibly related, of a large Hawk 
{hor ſome years ago in the North- 
ern Parts of Extend, Which had on 


one Leg a jmall We of Gold 


with this Inſcripr! Ion , Je Sus au 


Foy; on the other, one oi Silver 
with thele words, Duc a: Cheverenſ: 
me narde. | 
The chiefeſt Lakes in Sueden are 

t: ic / Fiter, oofe Werner, and Macler : 5 
the b:{k in 0[trocotbia, remarkable 
for its forctelli ng of Storms, by a 
contiaual I 'hundering Noile the 
diy before in charQuarter WREnce 
thev ariic; as allo for the 1g 
breakir 5 Of the Ice upon 17, wh! 
ſometimes ſurprizes "{r64/"mY , 
and in h:it an hour becomcs Navi- 
gable : For its great depth, in {ome 

places above 3oo Fathom, tho no 


Af fn. 
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part of the Baltick Sea exceed 50; : 
it ſupplies the River Motala, which 


runs through Norcopingh, where it 


has a Fallof about 3o Foot, and 
!ome Winters is ſo choak'd up with 
Ice, that for many hours no Water 
paſies. The ſecond is in Weſtrogo- 
thia, from which ifſues the River 
Elye, that, falling down a Rock 
near Sixty Foot, paſles by Gotten- 
burzdh. The third empties its lelt 
at Stockholm, furniſhing one f1de of 
the Town with Frelh Water, as 
the Sea does the other with Salt : 
Theſe and abundance of other 
Lakes, whereof many like Ponds 
haveno Vents, and are called Inn- 
eas; are not ill ſtored with varie- 
ty of Fiſh, Salmon, Pikes, Perch, 

lench, Trouts, Fels, and many o- 
ther forts unknown elſewhere, of 
which the molt plentiful 1s a 
Stream{ms, a Filh lels than a Pilcher, 
Ken in great quantities, and ſalt- 


ed 


O , 
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ed in Barrels, and diſtributed o- 
ver all the Countrey. Beſides, 
the North-Bottom or Bay that ſe- 
parates Sweden and Finland, abounds 
with Seals, of which a conſidera- 
ble Quantity of Train Oyl is 
made and exported; and in the 
Lakes in Finland are valt quantities 
of Pikes, which being taken, are 
ſalred, dry'd, and ſold art very cheap 
Rates. 
Theſe Lakes are of great uſe 
. for the convenience of Carriages 
both in Summer by Boats, and by 
Sleds in Winter ; -and among them 
and on the Sea-Coaſts are almoſt 
innumerable Iflands of different 
Sizes, whereof there are in Sueden 
above 6000 that are Inhabited,the 
| reſt are either bare Rocks, or co- 
vered with Wood : Gotland, Oland, 
and Aland, are Iles of large Ex- 
tent, one being Sixty miles long, 
and the others liccle lels, 


; | Theijr 
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| Their Woods and vaſt Foreſts 
overſpread much of the Country, 
and are for the moſt part of Pines, 
Fir, Beech, Birch, Alder, Juniper, 
and ſome Oak; eſpecially in che 
Province of Bleaking , the Treecs 
growing in moſt places ſo clole 
rogether, and lying to rot where 
they fall, that the Woods are (carce [4 
paſlable. . ('. 
Thele afford a plentiful and — "41 
cheap hring, and being generally 
very ſtraight and tall, are eaſily 
convertible into Timber, fic for 
all uſes. In the parts near the 
Mines, the Woods are much de- 
ſtroyed , but that want 1s fo well 
ſupplied from diſtant places by the 
convenience of Rivers and Winter- 
Carriages, that they have Char- 
coal above {1x times as cheap as it 
1s in Enzland, tho indecd it is not 


half fo good, 


- 

[ 

- 
'© (] 
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Ot Mines in Sweden, there is 
one of Silver, into which Work- 
men arc let down in Baskets to the 
fhr{t Floor, which is 105 Fathom 
under ground ; the Root there, 1s 
as high as a Church, ſupported by 
vaſt Arches of Oar; thence the 
Delcent 1s by Ladders or Baskets 
co the lowelt Mine, above forty 
Fathom, where they now Work. 
They have no Records ſo ancient 
as the firlt Diſcovery either of 
this or the Copper Mine, which 
muſt needs have been the work 
of many Asc<s; the Oar ſeldom 
vields above 4 prr Cent. and re- 
quires great pains to rome It; 
they arc allo at the charge of a 
Water-Mill to drain he Mine, 
and haye the benchr of another 
that draws up the Oar. It yearly 
produces about Twenty thouſand 
Crowns of Fine Silver, of which 
the King nas the "eg emption 


p, 
paying 
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paying one fourth leſs than the 
real Value. TheCopper:-Mine is a- 
bout eighty Fathom deep, of great 
extent, but lubject to damage by 
the falling in of the Roof; yet 
that is ſometimes recompenced 
by the abundance of Oar that the 
ruined Pillars yield , | tho moſt 
commonly the loſs in that Caſe is 
very great; the occaſion of which 
falls 1s attributed to the throwing 
the Earth and Stones, brought our, 
upon the Ground over|the Mine, 
by which the Pillars become over- 
charged, and give way; and the 
reaſon of this 1s ſaid to be , thar 
the profit ariſing to thoſe that arc 
concerned, is fo little, that they 
are not able to work ir 'off as they 
ought; and unleſs the King a- 
bares conliderable part of the Pro- 
fit ariſing to the Crown from this 
Mine, *tis believed jc will in 
ſew years be ar a ſtand, elpeci- 

ally 


- 
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ally if the deſigns of making Cop- 


per, that are on foor cllewhere , 
do take any tolerable effect. The 
Copper yearly made ouc of this 
Mine, amounts to the value of 
abour Two hundred thouſand 
pounds, of which the King has a 
tourth part, not by way of Pre- 
emption, bur in kind ; beſtdes, that 
upon the remainder, he hasa Cu- 
ſtom of 25 per Cent. when it 1s exX- 
ported unwroug hr. 

Lately a Gentleman of .Italy 
came to Sueden with Propoſals ro 
make Copper a ſhorter and chea- 
per way than has hicherto been 
practiſed, as ro make thar in hve 
Days, which befcre required 
three Weeks, and with one fifth 
part of the Charcoal , and with 
tewer hands. The Bargain was 
made, and his Reward agreed to 
be a Hundred thouſand Crowns ; 
the firlt Proot he made ſucceeded 

to 
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to admiration; but when he came 
ro work 1n earneſt, and had got 
his new-invented Ovens built to 
his mind, the Miners, as he com- 
plained, pickt out he very worlt 
Oar, and were otherwile fo envi- 
ous and untractable, that he failed 
of ſucceſs, and loſt his Reward, 

and not without-dithculty obtain» 
ed leave to buy Oar, and practice 
his Invention at his own Charge, 

as he now does. 

Iron-Mines and Forges are 1n 
great numbers, el} pecially towards 
the Mountainous parts, where they 
have the convenience of Water- 
talls ro turn their Mills. From 


cheſe, beſides ſupplying the Coun- 


cry, there is yearly exported Iron to 


the value of near Three hundred. 


thouſand pounds. Buit of late 
years, the number of thele Forges 
has been ſo much increaled, that 
each endeayouring to | underſell 

others, 


5 
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| others, the Price has been much 


lowered: and fince the Prohibi- 
tion of Foreign Manufactures (in 
Exchange of which, Iron was 
plocnly raken off) it is grown 


| ſo cheap, thatit is found neceſſa- 
ry to | leſſen the number of Forges ; 


neither has that contrivance had 
the effe&t intended: but on the 
contrary many more. are like to 
fall of themſelves, becauſe they 


Cannot work bur to loſs; in which 


caſe many thouſands of Poor peo- 
ple, whole livelihoods depend 
1:pon theſe Forges and Mincs, will 
be reduced to a ſtarving Condi: 


tion. 


The Seaſons of the year, tho 
regular in themſelves, do not al- 
together anſwer thoſe of other 
Climates, as a French Ambaſlador 
obſerved, who in Raillery ſaid, 


There were in Smueden only nine 


Months Winter, and all the reſt 


Was 
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was DION) 3 iQ1 «i 9 + 5 th; {} CH 


monly begins very looh. 1o Umnmi- 


mcr 1mmediately j:tccepas 1, and 
eaves litcle or no ſpace to. be 
called Spring. The Productions 
therefore of the Earth oght to 
be, | as UGicy arc, mor (peeds 11 
their Growteh than 1n other Paits ; 


[2 


' the realon of whic! t Toes io be, 


that the Oyl and S 
Farti (as 1t Sas * the trees 
and Mi:crals Ta ProGuccs ) etings 
bound vp all the ” Winter 

then of a addon actuated by tle 
heat of a-warra Sun. | which al- 
molt continually. thines , and 
thereby makes amends for its 
ſhorr ity, and brings LO Math 
rity the Fruits proper tO the Cli- 

mate. Yer withal, Its hear is 
ſo. intenſe, that it of en tcts the 


4 : Es z LS 2] 
Woods on nre, whici {omcrimes 


{preads it {o1Ff many | Leagues, 
i - and 


1 
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= and ſcarce can be ſRtopt till it 
| come at lome Lake, or very large 
i Pjain, | 
f | In the Summe#Fleaſon the Fields 
; are cloarhed with variety of 
| f Flowers, and the whole Coun- 
| try OV erſpread with Strawberries, 
 Rasberries, Currants, and the 


like, which grow upon every 
Rock. In their Gardens, Mel- 
lons are brought to good perfe- 
ction in dry years; but Apricocks, 
Peaches , and pthc Wall- fruits , 
are almoſt as rare [as Oranges; 
they have Cherries of ſeveral ſorts, 
| and fome tolerably good, which 
cannot be (aid of their Apples , 
Pears, and Plumb , that are nei- 
ther .common, nor weil-raſted ; 
all kinds of Roots are in plenty, 
and contribute miicl) ro the 
Nouriſhmeit 0% vhe! poor Peo- 
ple. 


-- 
y 
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The Sun ar higheſt is above 
the Horizon of Stockholm Figh- 
teen hours and an half, aad for 
ſome Weeks makes a. continual 
Day. In Waiter, the Days are 
proportionably ſhorter, the- Sun 
being up but five hours and a 
half, which defect is ſo well ſup- 
lid as to Lights, by the Moon, 
and the whiteneſ of the Snow, 
and clearneſs of the Sky, that 
Travelling by Nighe is as uſual 
as by Day ; : and Journeys begun 
in the Evening as frequently as 
in the MOrng. The want of 


, I9 


che Suns heart is repaired by Stoves | 


within doors, and warm Furs 
avroad ; initead of which , the 
meaner fort uſe Sheep-skins, and 
other the like Defcences'; and are 


generajly better provided with 


Cloathing, befitting their Con- 
d::i99, and the Climate they live 
in, tan the Common [People of 


CC 2 | any 
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any part of Fyrope, tho where 
any neglect or failure happens, 
It uſually Proves tatal, and occa- 
ſions the lols of Noſes| or other ' 
Members , and Clarinet: of 
Life; unlels the ulual Remedy 


iO exPei the Froſt when it has 


ſeized any part, be early applicd, 
which 1s to remain 1n the Cold, 
and rub the part affected with 


Snow, till the Blood return to it. 


AQUIN. 


What has been ſaid in rela- 
tion to Sucden, 158 jn the main 
applicable ro Fwilznd, except on-. 
Iy that hitherro no Mines have 
been dilcovercd there. Its chieft- 
eſt Commodities are Pirch, and 
Tar, all forts of Wooden-ware, 
Dried Fill}, Carile, Train Oy], 
CFCs 

The Remainder allo of this 
Diſcourſe, in what relates ro the 

Laws, 
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Laws, Government; Cuſtoms, 


and Natural Diſpolitions of the 

People, equally belongs ro them, 
with this difference , thac the Th 
{mders are rather oe hardy and 
laborious, morg Clowniſh, Igno- 
rant, and Superſtirious, than the 
Swedes 


C 
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Gink 18 


Of the Provincet and Cities 


of Sucden. 


HE Country 1s divided jn- 

to 1 wenty hve Provinces, 
each of which 1s goveined by an 
Officer , called [.andſhofdmgh 5 
whole Authority compreheads 
that of Lord Leiutenant , ' and 
Shot: t£cgether, except where 
there 1% a General Governor, as 
in Fmiar!, and upon the Borders 
i Dormark and Norway, to whom 
the Governor of cach Province 
15 ſutorcinate, and has thereby a 
MOro rn 1-£d Authority ; theſe 
Oſfce:s alc ry by the King, 
and take an Oath, to keep the 
Province for his M ajeſtv, and his 
Heir, to coy<rna accord: 9 to the 


Laws 
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Laws. of Syueden, and |ſuch In- 
{tructions as they ſhall receive 
from his Majcſly, . and to quicr 
the Province whenever| he ſhall 
call chem thence, 

To them and their Suvordinate 
Othcers (who are all of the King's 
chuling) the Execution of Judicial 
Sentences, the Collection of the 
King's Revenucs, the care of 
Foreſts, Parks, and other Crown 
Lands, Cc. 1s committed. 

Of Cities, thoſe of |S:ockbolm, 
Gottenbureh, qa and + WO or 
Three more, may delerve thac 
Name : The es Coiporations, 
which in all make not an Hun- 
dred, ſcarce excced ſonie Village; 
in Enzland ; they are all Govera- 
.8d by Burgomaſters, and Coun- 
ſellors Choſen by the King out of 
cheir own Boy, or at leaſt, ſuch 
as are of rhe quality of Burghers 
no Gentleman accepting, of thoſe 


C4 Employ - 


E ” 
FC a. OO. DEC eden 1 —_ 


A An Account of Sueden. 


*mplovyments. Their Othces and 
Stlaries are for Lite, or rather du- 
r71NG t ren 200d Reluwviour, The 
Pr:yiedoos of Cities are derived 
from mk Kin, and for the molt 
Ip 16 0W119 to the Wildom of 
Javus edolpbus, the Author of 
their beſt knd moſt regular Con- 


d. 


Lol” Yimuitions ar Home, as well as of 
] tnei Giory Abroad. 

It "-- FThe Ity j} Stockhol les 1n 

LH Ec Deoregs, 20 6 North Lati- 

FT I er:dey and about 2 1 Longitude. 


Akour 200 vcars 390, It was only 
a hate Hind with Iwo or Three 


j Contages tor Fifhers ; but upon 
hk the Buildi ins of a Caſtle there, to 
ts Fl | {rop ti }E inroads of the R1 [frans, 

i and the Tranfl:cion of the Court 


ad her 7 crew by degrees to 
| 6 rpals. tie other more Ancient 
| Cir'e:, an. 1c 18 at preſent the Mes 
SE - trop !is of this Kingdom, and lup- 


f 


Poſld to be as Porulous as Briſioe.) 
5-1 
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The Ciftle here, which is cove- 
red with Copper, 1s a Place of no 
Strength or Beauty, but, of great 


ule, being a {pacious Building , 
thac, beftJes Entertaining the 


Court, furniſhes Room for moſt - 


of the great Offices, the National 
Court of Juſtice, Colledges of 
War, Chancery, Trealury, Redu- 
ction, Liquidation, Commerce, 


Execution; as alſo, an Armory, 


Chappel, Library, Archives, &c. 
It Lodges very few of the Inferi- 
our Otficers and Servants of the 
Court; they, together wich the 
Foot Guards, being Quartered 
1pon the Burghers at their Land- 
lords Charge for Lodging, F Ire 
and Cindle; 

In this City there are Seyen 
large Churches built of Brick, and 
covered with Copper, befides 


Two more now Building , and 
Thre2 6r Four Wooden Chap- 
pels. 4ine 


mY 


= 
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The Palace of the Nobility , 
which is the place of their Afſem- 
bly ar the Convention of Eſtates, 
and the Depoſitory of their Pri- 
viledges, Titles, and ſuch other 
Records as concein their Body, 1s 
2 very ſtacely Pile; as is alſo the 
Bank, buliic atthe City's Charse ; 
which, together with (ceveral Mag- 
nifhcent Houſes of the Nobility, 
are covered with Copper, and 
make a hand{ome Proſpect; molt 
of the Burghers Houſes are built 
of Brick, except in the Suburbs, 
where they are of Wood, and 
thereby expoſed to the danyer of 
Fire; which commonly, when it 
gets toa head, deſtroys all before 
tr, 1n the Quarter where it hap- 


peas ; to repair which Misfor- 


rune , they ſometimes ſend the 
Dimenſions of the Houle they in- 
rend to build into Finland, where 
tne Walls and ſeveral Separations 

arc 
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are built of Pieces of Timber 
laid one upon anorher, and joined 
at the Corners, and afterwards 
mark'd, taken down, and ſent by 
Water to Stockholm, there to be let 


up and finiih'd, and when they 


are kept 1n good Repair, will a 
Thirty or Forty = and ar 

warmer, cleavlicr ud more 
healthful chan thoſe of eich cr Brick 
or Stone. To prevent tne Danger 
of Fire, the City is divided into 


Tweive Wards, and in cach of 


theſe is 4a Maſter and Four Aſti- 
ſtants, who upon nutice of any 
my are immediately to repair to 

t, as alloall Porters and Labour 
ol and to range themſelves un- 
der the Maſter of their reſpective 
Wards: There is alſo a Fire- 
Warch by Might, who walks a- 
bour only to char purpoſe; and in 
each\ Church: Secepie Watch is 
kept, and a Bell Tolled upon the 


fir(k 
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firſt appearance of any Fire. 
The Government of this City 
i5 in the hands of the Great Stadt- 
hold:r, who is allo a Privy Coun- 
{ellor; hefits once a Week in the 
Town Houſe, and preſides alſo 
in the College of Execution, al- 
ſiſted by an Under Stadthold cr, ang 
rhe Bailiff ot the Caltle ; next ro 
him are the Four Burghmalters, 
one for Juſtice, another for Trade, 
the Thud for the Polity of the 
City, and the Fourth has the In- 
ipection over all Publick and Pri- 
vate Buildings, and determines 
ſuch Caſes as arile on that account; 
with them the Counſellors of the 
City always fit and give their 
Votes, the Majority of which 
concludes: Their Number is un- 
certain, but uſually about Twen- 
ty, moſt Merchants -and Shop- 
keepers, or ſuch as have ſerved the 
King in ſome Inferior Employ- 
ments 
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ments; and bc{1des their Salary 
they have an Immunity from ſuch 
Impolitions as are laid on the In- 
. habirants, co ſupport the Govern- 
ment of the City, which pays all 
its Officers and Servants, and 
maintai0s a Guard of 300 men, 
and dcfrays the Charge of all Pub- 
lick Builaings and Repairs. To 
{upport this Expence, beſides a 


Duty belonging to the Ciry, upon 


Goods Imported and Exported , 

( whici 1s about 4 per Cent, of the 
Cuſtoms paid the King, and a- 
mounts to about 4000 /. per An.) 
the Magiltrates impole a Yearly 


Tax on tie Burghers, in which 


they: are afliſted by a Common- 
Council of Forty eight ( which 
chules its own Members), and 
meets every Spring to propor- 
tion the Payments for the en- 
ſuing Year. On the Richer Tra- 
ders they uſually impole 40, 50, 

| Or 
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or 60 |. ſterling ; and upon others 
of 4 meaner Condition, as Shoe». 
makers, Taylors, exc. 5 or 6 l. 
and no Houlekeeper leis than 15 s. 
beſides Quart: ring the Guards, In- 
fcrior Officers, and Servants of 
tie Court, with other leſſer 
Charges ; which all together, 
would be thought a great burchen 
cyen. in Ricker Countries ; neither 
is it otherwite efteemed by the 
Inhabicants of this Ciry, who can 
carce be kept in heart by che Pri- 
viledges they enjoy, as well in 
Cuſtoms, as in the Trade of the 
Place, which muſt needs pals 
" fn rough their hands; , the Natives 
= £1 "88 of other __ of the Kinndom, 
as well as Foreigners, het obti- 
 gedto deal only with the Buroh- 
ers , except tnole of the Gentry 
that make Iron, who have a Pri 


——_ 


ery 


no 


: is ER TR : 
viiege TA ol it gmMmedi. LTCLY to 
Str. :NGCrS os 

This 

$ E 415 

3 

/ ; 


This City is in a manner the 
Staple of Sueden, to which moſt 
of the Goods of their ownGrowth, 
viz, Tron, Copper, Wire, Pitch, Tarr, 
Maſts, Deals, &c. are brought to 
be Exported. The greateſt part 
of the Commodities Imported 
from abroad come to this Port, 
where there is a Haven capable 
of receiving 1000 Sail of Ships, 
and has a Bridge or Key near an 
Engliſh Mile long, to which the 
greateſt Veſſels may lye with 
their Broadſides : The only In- 
convenience is, Thar it is Ten 
Miles from the Sea, and che River 
very crooked, and no Tides. 


- 
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( u AP. II. 
of the Ls of dHueden, 


HE Laws of Surden were 

anciently as various as the 
Provinces were numerous , each 
of which had Statutes and Cu- 
ſtoms peculiar to its lelt, enacted 
as occalion required by the Lagh- 
man or Governor of the Province, 
who was cholen by the People, 
and Invited with great Authori- 
ty, eſpecially while the Kingdom 


was Elective, his Suffrage con- 


cluding the Province he governed. 
This variety was neceſlarily at- 
tended with great Contuſfion ; 
for remedy whereof, about Four- 
ſcore Years ago, one Body of 
Laws was compiled for the di- 
rection of the whole Kingdom ; 


yet 
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yet this Colle&ion is but an im- 


perfe& piece, and the Laws ſo 


tew, and concieved 1n ſuch gene- 
ral terms, that in molt caſes they 


need the affiltance' of the Civil 


Law ; and afcer all, the Final De- 


cermination depends much upon 
the Inclinations of the Bench ; 
which in a poor Countrey, where 
Salaries are ſmall, is often filled 
with ſuch as are of Weak Parts, 
and ſubje&t ro Corruption upon 
very {mall Temptations. The 
Effects of this would be more vi- 
ſible, it each Superior Court did 
not keep a Cheque upon the Low- 
cr, and the King's Court of Re- 
viſion over-awe them all, ro which 
all, Civil Cauſes importing the 
Sum of 70 [. are appealable ; 
and very few end before they have 
been brought thither. In this Su- 
preme Court his Majeſty very fre- 
quently f ts with great Parterice 

B.: and 
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and Application ; and in Seven 
Years rune bas determined more 
Cauſes han the Senators did in 
T wenty vcore, 

Fits Majcity-is oblerved aways | 
to make 2 "il Mental Prayer at | 
ww 11ct ung dow: rhere. t 

In this Court the Preſident of C 
the Chancery, and I'wo or Three 


. «FT 


pon. pom ft) Hoa; 


=O ora ood ar ers 


other Privy Counſellors, do alſo g 
fi, ſo does the Chancellor of the A 
Court ( an Officer next in degree 
to. a Privy Counſellor ) who is  , 
Preſident of the Under Revition, 
| where heand T'wo Secretaries do o. 
b | put Bufinels into a Method fit to p 
[' be brought before the King. C 
f' The Courts of Juſtice inferior 
'F to this are uf three Degrees; of 
* - the Joweſt Degree or firſt inſtance, | {, 
1 there is one in each Corporation, 


- n 

( beſides Stockholm, in which there | q 

are Three), as alſo in each Di- -7 

ſtrict or Territory, whereof every x; 
Pro- 
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Province contains ſeveral, ſome 
above Twenty ; in the former 
( Cities) an Alderman or Coun- 
ſellor preſides , and has ſome of 
his Brethren for Afditants; in the 
latter, the Governor of the Terri- 
tory, with a ſtanding Jury ; his 
Court is Ambulatory, and uſually 
kept near or upon the place where 
the Fact or Treſpals was come 
mitted. 

In theſe Courts Examinations 
are taken, and matters not exceed- 
ing Forty Shillings are determined, 
the reſt tran{micted to the next Su- 
perior Court, of which 1a every 
Corporation there is one , where 


the Burghmaſter is Pref Jed, and 


the Aldermen Afliftants ; nd {o 
in every Province there is one-or 
more of theſe Courts, the Preſ- 

dent whereof retains the name of 
Lagh- man, without other Autho- 


rity than that of a Judge ; from 
D 2 cthele 
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| theſe all Cauſes of Blood muſt be 


b 2, tranſmitted to the reſpetive Na- 
; tional Courts, where they are de- 
of rexrmined without further Appeal ; 
al and thither allo all Civil Actions, 


not exceeding 20 l. may be ap» 
pealed; of theſe National Courts 
there are Three, one for the 
Kingdom of Sxeden, held ar Stock- 
holm.; another tor the Kingdom of 
Gothia, kept at Jencopingh ; and a 
Third for the Dukedom of Fn- 
land, at Abo: In each of theſe a 
| Privy Counſellor is Preſident, and 
fi | above half the Aſleſſors are to be 
wy Gentlemen: All theſe Courts fit 
continually, or at moſt have but 
ſhort Vacations; and not being 
peltered with roo much Formality 
' give Cavſes a ſpeedy diſparch, un- 
leſs they be retarded by ſome un- 


, der-hand Engagements. 

Actions relating to the Sca are 

Irible in the ordinary Courts, 
ac- | 
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according to their Sea-Laws , 
founded upon thoſe Ancient ones 
of Wisby in Gothland, which have 
formerly been as famous in the 
 Baltick Sea, as the Laws of the 
Rhodes and Oleron in other places. 
The Court of Admirajty has not 
any- peculiar Juriſdiction in the 
Adminiſtration of theſe Laws, 
but only in ſuch matters as direct- 
ly concern the King's Fleet, and 
in ſome places that belong imme- 
diately to the Admiralty. 
For Caules Eccleſiaſtical there 
is a Conlittory in each Diocels, of 
which the reſpective Biſhop is 
Preſident, where Caules of Ba- 
' b& ſtardy, Contracts of Marriaue, 
and other matters of thar nature, 
are tryd; and Church-Cenlures 
of Penance, Divorce, exc. 1n- 
ficted : Thele Courts have not 
Power to adminiſter an Oath, nor 
to inflict _y Corporal Puniſh- 
3 ment. 
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ment. From them there lies an 


Ap; eal to the reſpective National 


Court, and in ſome Caſes to the 
King, as in all other matters. 

For matters relating to the 
Mines , beſides Inferior Courts, 
and Officers ſettled in the reſpe- 
&tive parts of the Countrey , 
General Court, called the Gol- 
lege of the Mines, (its at Stockholm, 
of which moſt commonly the 
Preſident of the Trealury is chiet, 
with a Vice-Preſident, and other 
Aﬀeflors; the Laws in this regard 
arc moreexact and particular than 
in other matters, and for the moſt 
part Juſtice very carefully admini- 
ttred. —- 


The Power of executing all 


Judicial Sentences 15 lodged in the 


Governors of the Provinces, the 
Stadtholders of Stockholm, and 0- 
ther places, and from them deri- 
yed ta Inferior Officers, who are 

ac- 
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accountable to the National 
Courts; whither chey may be 


Convened and puniſh'd , upon 
plain Proof of Defaulr, Bur the 
Proof being difficult, and Mint 
{ters of Juſtice apt to favour each 
other, they take great Lherty ro 
delay Execution, or to aibitrare, 
and put their own ſenſe upon Sen- 
rences; fo thit this part of 

ſtice 1s adminiltred the worlt of 


all others, and has an Influence 


not only Jo home, bur leſſers the 
Credit of the Suedif} Subjects a- 
broad; agzinſt whom Juſtice can- 
Nor be obtained without creat dit- 
hculty. 

The ordinary Charges of Law- 
Suits are no where more moderate 
than in Sweden; the greateſt bur- 
then ariſing from a late Conſticu- 
tion, Thar all Declarations, Acts, 
and Sentences, muſt be written 
upon Secal'd Paper of differcat 

D 4 Prizes, 
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Prizes, from 1 wopence to Seven 

Shillings a Sheer, according to the 
Quality of the Caule, the Bene- 
ht of which accrues to the King, 
and is computed to bring in about 
3000. a year; other Charges are 
very few, every man being per- 
mitted (in Criminal Actions com- 
pelled ) ro plead his own Caule : 
Accordingly the Practice of the 
Law is below a Gentleman, and 
rather the Refuge than the Phoite 
of meaner perlons, who are ve- 
ry few in Number, and for the 
nolt part very poor. 

The Cuſtom! of a Jury of 
Twclve men is fo ancient in Swe- 
en, that their Writers pretend 
jt had itz Original among them, 
and was thence derived to other 
Nations; but at preſent it is dil- 
ajed every where, Except only 
:!n the Lower Courts in the Coun- 
:ry, and there tne Jury-men are 

for 
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for Lite, and have Salaries; they 
have this peculiar to themlelvcs, 
that among them there muſt be 
an unanimous Concurrence to de- 
termine a Caule, which in other 
Courts 1s done by a Majority of 
| Voices. | 


Titles to Eſtates are rendred 


more ſecure, and lels ſubject co 
Conteſts, by the Regiſters that are 
kept of all Sales and Alienations, 
as well as of other Engagements 
of them : The Purchaſer running 
the hazard of having an Afﬀrter- 
Bargain take place of his, if lic 
omit the Recording of his Tranl- 
action 1n the proper Court. 

In Cijminal Matters, where 
the Fact 1s not very evident, or 
where the Judges are very favour- 
able, the Detendant is admicted 
to purge himlelf by Oath, to 
which is oftentimes added the 


Oath of Six or Twelve other meng 
who 
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who are all Vouchers of his Inte- 
ority. 1; 

Trealon , Murther , Double 
Adultrey, Burning of Houſes , 
Wirtchcrafc, and the like Heinous 
Crimes, are puniſhed with Death, 
which is executed by hanging of 
Men, and beheading of Women ; 
ro which burning alive or dead, 
quartering and hanging in Chains, 
is ſometimes added, according to 
the Nature of the Crime. Cr1- 
minals of the Gentry and Nobili- 


-ty, are uſually ſhot ro Death. 


The Puniſhment of Stealing , 
is of late inſtead of Death, chang- 
ed into a kind of perpetual Sla- 
very, the Guilty party being con- 
demned to work all his Lite for 
the King, in making Fortificati- 


wy 


ons, or other Drudgery, and al- 


ways has a Collar of Iron abour 


his Neck, with a Bow coming 


over his Head, to which is a Bell 
{ajtencd, 


* , 5 
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faſtened, that rings as he goes 
along. 


Duels between Gentlemen, if 


the one Party be kill'd, are pu- 
niſh'd with the Survivor's Death, 
and a Note of Infamy upon the 


Memory of both ; it neither be 


kill'd, they are both condemned 


to a Priſon, with Bread and Wa- 


ter for two years, to which 1s 
aaded a Fine of 1000 Crowns; 
or one years Impriſonment, and 


2000 Crowns. Reparation of Ho-_ 


nour in caſe of Aﬀront, is referred 
ro the reſpetive National Court, 
where Recantation and Publick 
Begging of Pardon 1s uſually 1n- 

flicted. | 
Eſtates as well acquired, as in- 
herited, deſcend tro the Children 
in equal Portions, of which a Son 
has two, and a Daughter one; 
nor 1s it in the power of the Pa- 
rents to alter this Proportion with- 
out 


An Account of Hueden. 43 


44 


An Account of Sueden. 


out the Intervention of a Judi- 
cial Sentence in cale of their 
Children's diſobedience, only 
chey may bequeath a Tenth of 
cheir acquired Poflefſions to ſuch 
Child, or other, as they will fa- 
vour. Where an Eſtate deſcends 
incumbred with Debts, the Heir 
uſually takes two or three Months 
time , as the Law allows, to 
{earch into the Condition of the 
Decealed's Eſtate, and then ei- 


ther accepts the Inheritance, or 


| leaves it tothe Law, which in 


that caſe Adminiſters; as late- 
ly, beſides other Inftances, was 
practiſed upon the deceale of 


| the late Rix Droſt Count Fap- 


nu De la Gardier, the King's Un- 


— 


(Ha PF. 


An Account of Sueden. 


(un a = IV. 


the Natural Inclinations 


T0 Dijpoſetio Hons. of the 


Suedes. 


HE Nature of the Climate, 
which affords a very health- 
ful and drv , as well as. ſharp 
Air, diſpoſes the Natives to 2a 
vigorous Conſtitution; and that 
confirm'd by a hardy Education, 
courle Fare, hard Lodgings, exc. 
qualifies them to endure what- 
ev:r unealy Circumſtances befa] 
them , better than thole that 
are bora in a more moderate 
Country, and more indulgently 
bred. 
But on the other fide, it ſeerns 
as if rhe ſeverity of the Clime 
ſhould in a mann<r cramp the 
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Faculties of their Bodies, and 
indilpole chem {2r-any great de- 
orce of Dexterity and Nimble- 
neſs; and che ſams may be aid 
ina oreat mealure, of cheir Minds 


' roo, which ans are found en- 


dued with any eminent ſhare of 
Vivacity or Pregnancy of Wit ; 
yet by Induſtry, Experience, and 
Traveiling, nor a few of them 
arrive at a mature and ſolid 
Judgment, being led by their 
Genius ro ſerious things, in which 
they that have Patience to go 
chrough with the Studies they ap- 

ply themſclves ro, become Excel- 
lent, and merit he Tile of great 
and able Men ; but this ſeems nor 
ro be the Talent of this Nation , 
they being generally more apt ro 
ic down with ſuperficial Acquiſt- 


tions, than to purſue their Studies 


to a fundamental degree. 


This 
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This Diſpoſition of Body and 
Mind qualifies them more for a 
Life of Labour and Fatigue, than 
of Artand Curiolity, and theeffe&t 
of it is viſible 1n all Orders of Men 
among them. 2” 

The Nobilicy moſtly apply 
themlelives to a Mlilicary Life, in 


which they are more famous for 


Courage, and enduring Hard- 


ſhips, chan for Stratagems and - 


Incrigues. They char are employ- 
ed in the Adminiſtration of Civil 
Afﬀairs, tho they are indeed La- 
borious and Indefatigable in cheir 
buſineſs, yet they ſeldom raiſc 
their Speculations above what the 
gecellicy of cheir Employments 
require , their Abilities proceed- 
ing not lo much from Study, as 
Experience in the Tract of bufſi- 
nels. 


[n point of Learning, they, like 


their Neighbours the Germans , 


alc 
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are more given to Tranſcribe, 
and make Collections, than Di- 
oeſt cheir own Thoughts; and com- 


monly proportion cheir Studies to 


their occaſions. 
In mareexs of Trade, they more 
eaſily do the Drudgery, than dive 


into che Myltery, either of Com- 


merce or Manufactures, in which 


they uſually fer up for Mafters 


' before they be half taught; ſo 


that in all ſuch things as require 


Ingenuity, Nearneſs, or Dcxteri- 
ty, they are forc'd to he lerved by 
Strangers. Their Common S0]- 
diers endure Cold and Hunger , 
and long Marches, and hard Ih 
bour to admiration ; bur they 
learn theic Duty very flowly, and 
arc lerviccabie more by their Obe- 
dicnce to comraand, and ftanding 
their Groung, than by any great 
forwardacis ro attack their Ene- 
my, or i: nimblencls and <ddrefs 
To 
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in executing their Orders; and ſo 
their Peaſants are tolerably La- 
borious when need compels 2s 
buc have little regard to Neameſ; 
In their Work, and are hardly 
brought to quit heir old,ſlow,and 
roillome Methods, for {uch new 
Inventions as are more dextrous 
and eaſy. 

The Diſpoſitions more peculiar 


co the ſeveral degrees of thele Peo-_ 
ple, are, That the Nobility and 


Gentry ars naturally Men of 
Courage, and of a Warlike Tem- 
per, have a graceful Deportment, 
inclined to value themſ.lves at a 


High rate, and make the beſt Ap- 


pearance they poſhibly can, that 


they may gain the reſpect of o- 


thers; and are therefore more ex- 


ceſlive in the number of their At-- 


rendants, Sumptitous Buildings , 


and Rich Apparel, than 1n the - 


plentifulnels of their Tables, or 
E other 
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obſerv'd Occahons. 


other leſs 
"They never deſcend to any Em- 


ploy me:its the Church, the 


Practice of Law or Phyſick, or 


the Excrciſe of any Trade; and 
L110 IO C411 CXPErience 1N Maricine 
Affairs, they lubmit to the lowelt 
Oifices abroad , yet 2t home there 
15 but o3c : Fxample known of a 
Genrleman , that acc:'pted the 


_ Comma=xd of a Merchant's Ship. 


The Clurgy are but moderately 
Learned , and. little acquainted 
with the Dit: Puczs about Religion, 
25 having no Adverſaries to op- 
pole ; chev fect Gravity, and 
tons Beards; are + ama tor their 
f iolpi. ality, and vave great Au- 

thority among the "Po Peo- 
ple. The Burghers are not very 
Inteilizent in Trade, nor able to 
do their buſineſs without Ctedit 
ftlom abroad; rather inclined to 


impoſe upon thoſe they can over- 
Ie acn, 


nYY [ - ifs 


An Account of Sueden. 


reach , than follow their Calling 
ina fair way. The Peaſants, when 
Sober, are very obſequious and 
reſpe&tul, but Drink makes them 
mad and ungovernable ; moſt of 
them live ina very poor Conditibn, 

and are taught by neceſſity ro pra- 
cice ſeveral Arts in a rude man- 
ner, as tie making their Szoocs, 
Cloathes, exc. the ſeveral Inſtru- 
ments of Husbandry , and other 
neceſſaries, that they cannot ſpare 


- Money to buy: And to keep 


them to this, 25alſo to favourtthe 


Cities, 1t1s not permitted to more 
than one Tavlor, or other {uch 
Artiſan, to dwell in the ſame Pa- 
riſh, tho it be never to large, as 
many of them are above twenty 
Miles in compals. | 
In general, it may be ſaid of the 
- whole Nation , that they are a 
People veryReligious in their way, 
_ and conſtant frequenters' of the 
E- 2 Church, 


Ji 
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Church, eminently Loyal and 
Aﬀected to Monarchy, Grave e- 
ven to Formality; Sober, more 
out of neceſlity, than Principles of 
temperance z apt to entertain Suſ- 
pitions, and to envy each other, 
as well as Strangers ; more in- 
clined to pilfering , and ſuch ſe- 
cret Frauds, than to ſuch open Vio- 
lences, as breaking of Houſes, or 
Robbing on the Highways:Crimes 
as rarely committed in this, as in 
any Country whatever. 


"of 


> AP. 


Cn a "\ - 
Of the Religion of Sucden, 


HRISTIANITY was 


not received into Syueden, till 


about the beginning of the Ninth 
Ceatury ; and not into Fmland till 
near three hundred Years after ; 
and if not firſt Preached, was at 
leaſt firſt Eſtabliſhed by Engliſh 
Divines, of whom the chiefeſt 
was St. Sigfrid, who, as their Hi- 
ſtories relate, quitted the Arch- 
Biſhoprick of York, to become 
the Apoſtle of the Goths, as they 
tile him; with him three of his 
Nephews that he brought thither, 
were Martyred by the Fleathen 
Goths. So allo was St. Eskill, and 
other Enzliſh, by the Snedes ; and 
about the Year 1150. St. Henry, 
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an Enzliſh Biſhop, accompani'd 
St. Erick, King of Sneden, in his 
Expedition to Fialand, which the 
King, conqt ered, and the Bnop 
converted 10 Chriſtuanity ; he al- 
fo v2; Morcvied by the Infidels, 
and hie« buried ar 4bo, the Metro- 
polis cf that Countr 


'Fhe Reformation, as well there, 


as in Denmark and Nerway, began 
loon after the Neighbouring 
parts of Germany had imbraced 
Lutker's Tenets, and was cſta- 
bliſhed according to his Plat- 
form. The Tyranny of King 
Chriſtian the Second , who then 
wore theic three Northern Crowns, 
Cave ain ppporrunity to Guſtavus , 
the Founder of the preſent Royal 
Family , both to alrcer Religion, 
and advance himlelt to the Re- 
oa! Dianity, which till chatzime 
was EleFive, but was then ma 
Firreditary to Ins Famy ; 1n which 


I 


An Account of Sueden, 


ic has fi-ce continue , 25. the 
Luiheran Rejieton has ailo done 
17 the Country, never but once 


citu bed from abroad, and fince 
tht ditkicbance never diſtracted 
at home wich Non conformity 
all the Orders of Men :greeing 
in a conſtinc Attundance ON L21- 
vine Service, and a Zeii ior their 
owa Way, without any nice En- 
quiries into Gilrutable Points, 
either 11 their own Teners, or 
thole of other Churcies; where- 
by it becomes the buiinels of their 
Preachers, 
Practice of Piety, than to oppotc 
the DoEtriae of other:, o1 defend 
their own. 

The Church is governed by 
an Archbiſhop and Ten Biſhops, 


.Whoſe Studies arc -confhned to. 


rheir own Employments, being 
never calied ro Council, but on- 
ly at the Aſſembly of the States, 

E 4 | not 


rather to perſuade the - 
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nor troubled with the Admini- 
ſtration of any Secular Aﬀeair : 
their Revenues are very mode- 
rate, the Archb ſhop cf Hpſall not 
Importing 4001. a year, and the 
Biſhopricks after char Proportion. 
Under them are Seven or Eight Su- 
pcrintendents,, who have all the 
Power ot Biſhops, and only want 


the Name, and over each Ten 


Churches is a Provoſt or Rural 
Dean, with ſome Authority over 
the Inferior Cleryy, of whom the 
Sum toral may beſt be computed 
by che Numoer of Churckes , 
which in Sweden and Finland 1s 
{ſhort of Two thouſand ; to which 
the A:dition of Chaplains and 
Curates wil! encreaſe the Body of 
the Clerny to near Four thouſand 
perſons ; they are all che Sons of 
Pea{ints or mean Burghers, and 
can therefoie content themſelves 


wich the ſmall lncome of their 


Places. 
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Places, which beſides more in- 


_ conſiderable Dues, ariſes from 
Glebe-Lands, and one Third of 
the Tythes, of which the other 
two Thirds are, annexed to the 
Crown, to be employ'd in Pi- 
ous Ulſes : However, the Clergy 
have generally wherewithal to 


exerciſe Hoſpitality, and are the 


conſtant Refuge of Poor Tra- 
vellers, eſpecially Strangets, who 
aſe to go from Prieft ro Prieſt, 
as elſewhere from Conſtable ro 

Conſtable. 
' The Clergy of each Diels: 
upon the Death of their Biſhop, 
propole Three perſons to the 
King, who either chules one of 
them, or ſome other, to ſucceed 
in that Office; which is alſo 
practiſed in the Choice of Su- 
perintendents. In the Choice of 
an Archbilhop all the Chapters 
in the Kingdom yote , bur the 
Deter- 
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Determination 1s altogether in 
the King's breaſt, His Majeity 
hath allo the Patronage oi moſt 
Churches, fome fer only being 
in re Ditpotal of the Nobille 
ty. Many of their Ci.urches are 
adorn'd with varicty of Scul- 
ptures,, Painting, Giiding , Cc. 
All of them are kept neat and 
clcan, and in g00d Repair, fur- 
niſh'd as well in Countrey as 
City with Rich Altar Clothes , 
Copes, and other Veſtmeats, 
For the more regular Go» 


' verament of the Church it has 


been | tound neceſſary to cauſe 
the Ancient Eccleſiaſtical Laws 
and Canons to be reviſed by a 
Committee cholen out of the 
ſeveral] Bodies of the Eſtates , 
who hive ſpent ſome years in 


' that matter, and ar laſt preſent- 


ed the King with a New Sy- 


ſtem of Church-Laws; where- 
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in his Majze{ty , having cauſed 
ſuch Alterations to be "made as 
he thought fit, has lately ap- 
proved and publiſh'd them. 

' Of theie;, lome that concern 


their Rel: gion in general , ſhall 


here be taken notice - By 


thele New Canons it is or- 


dain'd, That 


© If any Suediſ) Subjea change 
<his Religion, he ſhall be ba- 
©niſh'd the Kingdom, and lole 
call Right of Inheritance both 
© for himlelf and his Delcen- 
* dants. 

It any continue Excommu- 
© nicated above a Year, he ſhall 
© be Impriſoned a Month with 
© Bread and Water, and then ba- 

© niſh'd. 


© If any bring into the Coun- 


© trey Teachers of another Re- 
© ligion, 
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© ligion, he ſhall be Fin'd and 
© Baniſh'd. 
© Foreign Miniſters ſhall en- 
© joy the Free Exerciſe of their 
© Religion, only for themſelves 
< and Families. | 
© Strangers of a different Re- 
© ligion ſhall have no Publick 
©Exerciſe of it ; and their Chil- 
© dren ſhall be baptized by Lu- 


© theran Miniſters, and educated 


<in that Religion; otherwiſe 


© they ſhall not have the Privi- 


. leges of Suediſh Subjects. 


Theſe Laws, as they oblige 


the Clergy to 2 more conſtant 


Attendance on all the parts of their 


Duty , than has tormerly been 
practiſed , ſo they require the 
Laity to frequent the Church on 
all occaſions; and the Civil Ma- 
viſtrates, efpecially on Days of 

| great 
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great Solemnity, make very ſtrict 
ſearch, and puniſh ſuch as are 
found abſent from Church with 
out a juſt Excuſe, with Im- 
priſonment and other Severities : 
But the Clergy are not intrult- 
ed with the lole Adminiſtration 
of theſe Laws, nor impower'd 
by th:-m to eranſa&t marters of 


any great moment, without the 


concurrence of the Civil Power ; 
for beſides that many Cauſes, 
formerly Triable in Ecclefiaftt- 
cal Courts, are now transferr d 
ro the Secular Magiſtrates ; the 
King reſerves to ],is own cog- 
nizance ſeveral caics of that 
kind, eſpecially the Point of 
Excommmnic 1tim, which the Cler- 
gy are not cermitced to Pro- 
nounce againſt any one , till 
the King bath been acquaint- 


ed with the Caſe, and gives 


leave ; 
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leave; which Caution 1s uſed 
becauſe of the., conſequence , 
which 1s, the: Loſs of a Sub- 


ject. 
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CnuaAP VL 
Of the Univerſities of Sueden. 


EARNING, whatever 
their Modern Writers pre- 
tend, can plead nogreat Ant1qui- 
ry in this Countrey ; the [Initt- 
rution of an Univerſity at Hp- 
{all being not above Three hun- 
dred years ago; and few Mo- 
numents extant of a more An- 
cient Date , bur.. only Funeral 
Inſcriptions, rudely cut 'upon 
Rocks and unhewn Stones , 


which are every where found ; 


buc as they have no Date, ſo 
they leldom expreſs more than 
the Names of Pcrlons, of whom 
no other Memory remains ; that 


which makes them moſt remark- 
able 
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able is, That they are writ in 
the Ancient Gothic Language, and 
the Runick Character. 

The mott Curious Piece of 
Learning. among them, is a 


Tranſlation of the Evangeliſts , 


into the Gothic Tongue, done as 
dred Years ago, by Ulphila, 


of which they have the ſole 
Ancient Manuſcript Copy that 
Is known to be in the world. 
Since the Reformation , Guſtavus 
Adolphus was the firſt great Pa- 
cron Learning had in this Coun- 
trey,, by waom. the Univerſities 
that had been much impair'd , 
were endow d with tolerable Sa- 
laries for Profcſſors in moſt Sci- 
ences. "Thele his Daughter Queen 
Chriſtma fomewhar augmented , 
and by | the: Fame of her own 
Learning 


0 


An Account of Sueden. 65 


Learning, and the favourable 
Reception ſhe gave to Scholars, 
drew leveral Learned men from 
abroad, that have lett good Proofs 
of their Abilities, and raiſed an 
Emulation in the Na.ives, whole 
belt Performance is in the Hi- 


{tory, Antiquities, and Ancient | 
Laws of the Countrey. 


The Univerſity of Hp/.ll con- 
fiſts of a Chancellor, who 1s al- 
ways. a great Mnilter of State ; 
a Vice-Chancellor, alwais the 
Archbiſhop; a Rector , choſen 
out of the Profeſſors, of whom 
taere are about Twenty that 
have each 1501. a Year Salary. 
The ordinary Number of Scu- 
dents 1s above Seven or Eight 
hundred ; Fifry. of which are 
maintain'd by the King , and 


ſome few others were former- 


F ly 
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iy by Perſons of Quality ; the 


reit, thar cannot ſubſiſt of them- 
lelyves , pe \q tie Vactr 228 I 
GX ACTING the Charity 0: the 


 Dioccts they be long tw, which 
ts commonly given cham In 


Corn , Butter , ary'd Fiſh or 
Fleth, &c. u; _ which they lub- 
i t ar the Univerſiry the reſt of 
tie Year. They live not Col- 
ivolarely, Out in Private Houles ; 
107 wear Gowns, nor obſerve 
other Dilcipline, than what their 
own Neceſſiry or Dilpolicion 

Iieads them to. 

1he other Univerlicy of Abo, 
in /;nland, is conſtituted in the 
fame mcnner , but lels nume- 
rou: 11 Profeflors and Scudents. 

Thee was 2 Third at Lunden 
ti Schmen, Waich, having been 
nterrupred by the late Wars, 
15 thought fir to be Sonnti. 


r.ued, 
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nued, becauſe its Neighbourhood 
tro Denmark nouriſh'd in the Stu- 
dents an Aﬀection for that 
Crown, to which that Province 
formerly appertain'd ; yet it is 
again reſtor'd. 

In each Diocels there is one 
Free School, where Boys are fit- 
red for the Univerſity; and 0- 
ther trivial Schools, to which 
Children are ſent to learn to 
Read, Write, and Sing | their 
Prayers; 2a Cuſtom lo univerſa], 
that very few of them waar this 
depree of Education ; and fut- 
ther than that, ſuch as are not 
deſign'd for Studies, do very 
ſeldom go, nor waſte their 
time in other needlcls Improve- 
ments. 

Publick Proviſions for the 
Poor, are very few; there's 
not above Five or Six Holpi- 

F 2 tals 
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tals in the Kingdom , and a 
little Almſ{-houle in each Pa- 
riſh, maintain'd by the Chart- 
ty of the Inhabitants; to which 
for the moſt part they are very 


well diſpoſed, according to their 
Abilities. 


CHAP, | 
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Cu xs Fn HE 
Of their Marriages and Fu- 


nerals. 


Arriages in Sneden are to- 
tally goyern'd by the 
Will of the Parents, and found- 
ed ſo much upon Intereſt , that 


the Inclination of the Parties is - 


lictle regarded, nor che Nation 
much troubled with the Extra- 
vagancies of Lovers : Stealing 
of Matches 13 {carce heard of in 


an Age ; nor can the Church : 


ive Licen!e to Marry , without 


Publication of the Banrs : Per-: : 


lons of Quilicy of both Sexes 


commonly remiln unmarried 


eiil Thirty or 2.50VC, becaule | 


their Fortunes on both iides be- 
Ing in taeir Parents hands while 
F-42 T they 
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they live, they are not in a con- 
dicion to maintain a Family, 
till the Death of Relations, or 
Advancement to Office, Reniſh 
them with the Means of ſubſifting. 
The Women, while young, have 
generally Fair Complexions , 
tolerable Features, and good 
Shapes ; and fome of them are 
accounted more eminent for Cha- 
ftiry before Marriage , than Fl- 
delity after; they are very fruit- 
tal, and {cldom fail of a Nu- 
merous Iflue : "They are no where 
made greater Drucges than here, 
the meaner fort being, beſides 
the ordinary offices of cheir Sex, 
pur to Plow and Thraſh, 
Row in Boats , and bear Buzr- 
thens at the Buildins of Houw- 
ſes, and on other occations. 
[Dome!t: ck Quarre!s rarely hap- 
en, and more fcldom become 


Publick; the Husbands | Peng as apt 
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two keep ih2 Authority 13; their 
wen hands, as the Wives by 
Nature , Cuftom , or Neceflirv, 
are ncind to be Obedienr : 
Divorc.., 2nd otiier Separations 
berweca Man and Wie, ſcarce 
cver happen, but among the In- 
ferior fort, when the Innocent 
Party 1s allowed to marry a- 


Bain : Coulin-Germans may not 
7 


Marry without the King's Di-: 


(penſation , wich 1s moic fre- 
quen:ly granted, than refuſed, 
In Wedding Entertainments 
they have ever affected Pomp 
and Superfluity be: ond tac pros 
portion of their Abilities; for 
by the Exceis of one Day. Ofts 
times many "of them invelve 
themſelves in ſuch inconveniences 
as they feel many Years.| The 
ſame 1s obſervable in their Fi. 
neral Solemnitics, which are ulu- 


ally accompanied with more | 


F 4 : Jolliry. 
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Jollity and Feaſting than befits che 


Occaſion; and to gain rime to 
make cheir Preparations , they 
commonly Tranſport their Dead 
ro Vaults within, or adjoyning to 
their Churches, who they remain 
unburied ſome Slanchs, and {ome- 
times ſeveral Years; but of late 
theſe, and other unneceſſary Ex- 


pences begin by degrees to be laid 


2113, as well in conformity to the 
Frugatity of the Court, as in com- 
pliance with their preſeat For- 
runes, Which are narrower now 
than they have formerly been. 


CHAP. 
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Cn anr VUL 


Of the Royal Family, and 
Court of Sueden. 


HARLES XI. the preſent 


King of Sucden, was born 
November the 25th, 1645. T'wo 
years afrer his Father, Charles Gus 
ſtave X. of the Houle of Deux Ponts, 
| was advanced to che Crown, up 
on the Abdication of Queen Chris 
ſtina, whole Couſin-German he 
was, being the Son of Jobn Caſimir, 
Prince Palatine of the Rhine, and 
Catherine of Sueden, Daughter to 
Charles IX. and Siſter to Guſtavus 
Adolphus, Queen Chriſtina's Father. 
T his Kings Mother, Princeſs H:- 
diwig Eleoncra , of the Houſe of 
Holſtein, and Sifter to the preſent 
Duke, had no other Child, and 


WLPpOon 


73 


- 
a 6 * 
w Bs a We 
— = C- P hs 
Ads df etna ngdt de dinuroemondeddammnande. .D.oOS.. 8 


- 
Rp — 
LS oo oo no DAT Ares. 


71 An Account of Queden. 


1pon the Deceale of the King » 
her Hu>vand, 1n the year 1660. 
was made Regent: of the King- 
dom, together with the five Great 
Officers of the Crown, and held 
that Foft Hl] the Year 1672. when 
the King, her Son, was declared 
Major , and took the Govern- 

menr. | 
His Majeſtics Education in his 
Minority, by tis own Genius, 
and the Indulgence of his Mo- 
tner, (if not by the contrivance 
of the Principal Miniſters) was |} 
moftly in order to a Military 
Life; in which Exerciſes, ſuch 
as Fencing, and Riding the Great | 
Horle, he took more plealure , \ 
and made better proficiency, | : 
chan in ſuch Studies as requi- | 
red more intention of the mind. | 
Beſides the Smediſh and High- | 
Dutch Languages, which his Ma- | 
jeſty learned in his Infancy, and 
ſpeaks 
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ſpeaks both <quaily well; he 
was not rericted in any other, 
having only a [mactering of 
French, to which e hath ſo great 
an Averſion, that he will neither 
own, nor be brought ro ſpeak 


{o-much of it as he underſtands ; 


which want concurring with (it 
not cauling in him) a relerved 
Temper, and backwardnels to 
Converſation with Strangers , 
makes it more difhculc for Foreign 
Miniſters to entertain his Majelty, 
and himlelt uneaſy upon their Ad- 
dreſſes. | 

None ever better conquered 
this Difficulty, than Mr. Warwick, 
who, having learned a little High» 
Dutch, with which he enter- 
tain'd his Majeſty in ordinary 
Diſcourſe; without much mixture 
of buſineſs, he thereby became 
the Favourite Foreign Miniſter , 


and had ne Honour ro be-ſingled | 
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out by his Majeſty on all occa- 
ſions. 

| In the year 1674. his Majeſty 
was Crowned, and preſently af- 
ter engaged in a War that gain'd 
him an eminent degree both of 
Experience and Honour, having 
never loſt a Battle in which he was 
Perſonally preſent. 

Art the Concluſion of the War, 
Amo 16%0. he married the Prin-' 
ceſs Ulrica Eleonora, Siſter to the | 
King of Denmark, a Lady as F- | * 
minevt for Piety, Virtue, Wiſ- | 
dom , and all other Qualities, 
truly Great and Noble, as for 
her Birth and Extraction. Theſe, | 
with her great Charity to the 
Poor, and Liberality co all, have 
Sain'd hir the Hearts of the | 
whole Nation, and ſurmounted 
the Averſion they naturally have 
ro thoſe of her Country, By 
her his Majeſty hath alrcady had 

Seven 
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Seven Children ;- five Princes , 
four of which are Dead; and 
two Princeſſes, and has fair 
hopes of a more numerous I(- 
ſue. | | 

The King is of a Middle 
Stature, and well-ſet, his Hair 
brown, of a healthful and yigo- 
rous Conſtitution, and Sanguine 
Complexion, never attacqued 
with any Violent Sickneſs, . but 
what has been occaſion'd by ſome 
outward Accidents; of which 
rwo eſpecially have endanger- 
ed his Life : one was in the 
War, when his Majeſty riding 
on the Ice, it brake, and he fell 
into the Water, which brought 
him into a Fever , that he nar- 
rowly eſcaped. The other hap- 
pened by the fall oft his Horſe, 
when he broke his Leg, and was 
ſo ill treated by his Surgeons, 
that beſides the danger of his 
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Life then, the effects of their 


miſcarriage, are ſtil] ſeen in his 
Majelties halting. There have 
happened ro him two Accidents 
more, which have impaired his 
Strength , and it's feard may 

ſhorten his Days. One was, 
That ac Hu: ating, Monſieur Wack- 
maſter being in danger to be kill'd 
by a Bear, the King was ſo ea- 
ger to reſcue him, that he broke 
a Vein, and was then like to 
have bled to Death, and ſince 
hath been ſubject to bleeding up- 
on any motion. The other was, 

That his Majeſty hath formerly 
accuſtomed himaſelf ro ride Poſt 
ſuch long Stages, and with fo 
great {peed , thar he hath ofcen 
been near ſuffocated by the heat ; 
che expence of his Spirits, and the 
Agitation of his Blood , whereof 
the effects are ſtill obſerved, and 
feared by thoſe about him. 
He 
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He poſleſſes many Excellent 
and Princely Qualities, an Ex- 
emplary Piety, and Religious Dit, 
polition, that ſhews its ſelf in all | 
his Actions; and invincible Cou- 

_ rage, that has ofc expoſed his Per- 
ſon to great dangers, not only in 
his Wars , but in his Divertiſe- 
ments. 

His Chaſtity and Temperance 
are very regular ar leaſt; if there 
be any Inſtances of his failing in 
the latter upon any extraordina- 
ry Occaſion or Entertainment , 
he hath never been known, or 
{carce luſpected to violate the for- 
mer. 
Frugality is practiſed by his 
Majeſty in a high degree, and 
his Parfimonious Temper ap- 

ars on all Occaſions; that if 
his Subjects think him coo prel- 
ſing for Money , they have the 
Satisfaction to lee and believe that 


It 
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it is laid either | out, or up for 
their Good, not cxpended in 
protuſe Liberalities, or vain Di- 
vertiſements, to which his Ma- 
jelty is a perfect Stranger; nei- 
ther delighted with Plays, Ga- 
ming, cr any other Recreations , 
beſides Riding, Fencing ,and Hunt- 
1N9. 

His peaceablle Demeanour 

may perhaps more juſtly be a- 
(cribed to the State of his Aﬀairs, 
than his own Nature , which 
more powerfully inclines him 
to the Fatigue of a Camp, than 
the Eale of a Court; and ſuits 
better with a Martial Familia- 
rity, than the ſhews of Grandeur, 


and the Solemaities of "Vy 


The Cholerick Temper that hath 
been incident to all his Ance- 
ſors, hath fometimes carried him 
to low Expreſſions of his An- 
er, as well towards the greater 
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as meaner ſort of h's Subjects ; 


buc the fit is uſually ſoon over, 
and is recompenced by his pla- 
cability and readineſs to. for- 
give thoſe that have offended 
him. 

His Reſpe&t to his Mother 
ſeems ro equal, if not exceed, 
his Kindnels to his Conlort, who 
hath the Satisfaction of his Con- 
ſtancy, bur little ſhare in his Se- 


| crets, and not very much of his 


Converſation, which he frequent- 
ly beſtows on the Queen-Mother, 
and uſually eats in her Apart- 
ment. 


His Majeſty's nioſt diligent In- 


fpeftion into all the Afﬀairs of 


his Kingdom , beſides that it 
makes all his Miniſters more cir- 
cumſpe&t , hath gain'd him a 


great flock of Experience. The 


(malleft matters are not. below 
his notice, and nothing of any 
G moinenc 
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moment is concluded , before 
he hath been conlulted ; this 
is the Employment of all his 
time, ſcarce any hour of the Day 
paſſing from fave in the Morning, 
when he conſtantly riſes, in which 
bulinels of one nature or other, 1s 
not before him. 

The Frugality of his Majeſties 
Temper, is every where viſible 
in his Courc, in which there is 
little regard had to Splendor and 
Magnifcence, either in Furnicure, 
Tables, or Attendants, or other 
things of that. Nature. The 
Principal Officer of the Court, is 
the Upper Marihal, formerly cal- 
led the Murſhal of the Kingdom, 
which Office is now held by 
Count John Steenbeck; next to 
him, are the Marſhal and In- 
tendant of the Court, with about 
eight or ten, that are {tiled Gen- 
tlemen of the Court, who wait 

at 
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at the King's Table. Thar which 


makes the beſt Appearance, is the - 
Foot-Guards, which conſiſt of ' 


2200 Men, of which one Com- 
pany is always in the Caſtle, 
and the other in the other parts 
of the City. 


The Collonel of : 
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the Guards is next the King's -- 


Perſon in all Publick Solemaities ; 
and the Captain that has the 


Watch, lies in the Room next to. 


his Majeſty s Bedchamber. There 
is another Guard of 250 Men, 
of which about ten at a time wair 
on Foot with Halberts, and on 
Horſeback, when the King travels 
in Ceremony. 

Next to the King, the Queen- 
Mother is ranked both in the Ad- 
dreſſes of Forei2n Miniſters , and 
on all other occaſ1ons. 

She is a Princeſs of great Vir- 
tue and Goodneſs, and would be 


more eſteemed , if ſhe were not 
G 2 diverted 
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diverted from the Exerciſe of Li- 

berality, by the Inclination ſhe 
has ro Buildiog , which ſhe has 
oratificd in the Structure of a ve- 
ry Magnificent Houle, about ſix 
Miles from Stockholm; it has one 
Front towards a great Lake, and 
the other looks upon a Garden of 
a Thouſand Yards long, adorned 
with yery ne and choice Statues, 


. the Spoils of Germany and Dens 


mark, and a great number of Caſe 
cots. that are ſupplied with ve- 


 1y good Water from an Eminence 


abour a Mile diſtant. 

Her Court and Revenue 1s go- 
verned by Count Charles Gylden- 
/tern, and next to him 15 the Mar- 
ft of hr Court, and other Of- 
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her, is a great lover of Reading, 
and together with the Northern 
Languages, ſp-aks /rench verfect- 
ly well; ſhe is of a Melancholy 
_ Diſpolttion, and lives very retired, 
ſeldom ftirring our of her own 
Apartmeat, and that of the Prince 
and Princeſles. 

The Elder Princeſs was born 
in the Year 1681. Andthe Prince 


in the Year following ; both of a 
delicate Conſtitution, of great 
hopes, and- Educated with much 


care. The Younger Princeſs was 
born Anno 1688. 
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Cnar DC 
Of bis MajesTy's Go- 


UVernment, 


[S Majeſty was no ſooner 
Crowned, but he found 
himtelf engaged in the War then 
on foot; and eſpouſed the French 
Intereſt, in Conlideration of a 
Sublidy bf 2000001. a Year, in 
which the firſt Blow was the 
Defeat of Feld: Marſhal Wrangel , 
and his Army in Germany; 4 
Diſaſter ſo little foreſeen , or 
provided for , that it made a 
more caly way for all the Mi- 
ſeries that enſued upon it, and 
oave the King more eminent Oc- 
caſions of ſhewing his Courage 
in defence of his Kingdoms and 
People ; for as the Succeſs of that 
: h Action 
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Action turned the Byals of the 
Daniſh Councels, and preſented 
the favourable opportunity they 
expected, to engage in the War, 
which they began wick! the tur: 
prizal of Hilften, andthe Ta- 
king of Wiſmar, and thence tran- 
flared it into Sckonen; ſo that 
when the King was called into 
thole Parts to make Head 
ainſt the Danes, he found the 
effefts of his Miniſters Deficien- 
cy in making due Preparations ; 
Four of the Six Fortihed Places 
of that Province being already 
'1n the Enemies hands, and tie 
Inhabitants ar liberty to expreis 
their Aﬀections for Denmark. 

To encounter theſe Difficul- 
ties, and a more Potent Eno: y, 
aſlifted by more Powerful C + 
federates, the King at firſt 
but a Handful of Men, 
empty Magazines; the 

CG, 
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of the Kingdom being ſcatter'd 
into Germauy and Leifl.md , the 
Borders of Norw.y, and the 
Sea:Service; from all which 
places is Majeſty received no- 


_ thing but accounts of Loſſes 


and Misforrunes ; ſo that the 
Fortune of Sweden, ard all its 
Ancient Glory , ſeem'd to be 
coufin'd to his Majeſty's Pe fon 
and his httie Army, with which 
in the compals of One Year, 
he won T hree Pitch'd Barrels; 
and in one of them he is ſaid 


/ to have Crareed Thirteen times 


/ 


—— , 


at the} Head of a Brigade ; 
and yer, which .is very remark- 
able, doth value himlclt tor not 
naving drawn the Blood of any 
one man. | 
[1 the courſe of this War the 
King gaind a great S'ock of 
Mitary Experience, without a- 
ay TinRure of thoſe Vices that 
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commonly prevail in a Camp; 
and was (o indefatigable, and 
perpetually employed , that he 
{carce had his Boors off in T hs 
Years time: The Streights he 
was often reduced to , taught 
him many excellent Leſlons , 
eſpecially the Neceſſity of put- 
ting the Kingdom into! a better 
Potture of Defence than he 4 
found it : Beſides, his Officers , 31 
with the chief Miniſters about \ 
him , Baron John Guldenſtiein , Fe 
made it their buſineſs to poſſeſs 
his Majeſty with an ill opinion 
of the Senate, and diſcovered 
the Malverſations that, the Ru- 
ling Lords had been guilty of 
in his Minority ; which ſuak ſo 
deep with him, that as his diſ- 
plealure fell upon lome of thoſe 
Lords during the War, and a 
Slight upon them all, neither 
communicating his Counlels , 

nor 
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nor acquainting them with the - 
Succeſs of his Actions, which 
they were left ro learn from 
Pallengers and Maſters of Ships ; 
ſo after the Concluſion of the 
Peace, and his return to Stock- 
lolm in the year 1680, his Ma- 
jeſty call'd rogether the States 
of the Kingdom, and gave them 
a Summary Account of the 
State of Aﬀairs during the War, 
and the Ifſue of it, and propo- 
ſed ro them to inſpect the 
Occaſions of the great Loſles 
the Kingdom had ſaſtain'd, to 
nnd out means to deliver | the 
Government from the Streights 
( or rather States ) it laboured un- 
der, and to conſulc for its further 
Security. 

The Odium of all the Loſiles 


and Misfortunes of the War, 


. was eafily fix'd upon the Mini- 


ſters thar had managed Aﬀairs 
in 
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in the King's Minority ; and 
therefore a Committee was chos 
ſen out of the ſeyeral Bodies 
of the States, to enquire into 
the Miſcarriages and Evil Coun- 
ſels of thoſe Miniſters , and paſs 
Sentence upon the Delinquents : 
And to this end the Regiſters of 
the Council were examin'd, the 
dammage ariſing from each Re- 
ſolution computed ,, and every 
Senator that had Voted therein 
was charged with his Proportion 
of it; and that with ſo much 
Rigour , that their whole Eſtates 


have not ſufficed ro make Sa- 


tisfaction : To this the States al- 
ſo found, that the Power the 
Senators attributed to-themſlelves, 
had helped to produce theſe bad 
eftets, and therefore declared , 
Thar as they the States [needed 
no ſuch Mediators between the 
King and them; ſo neither did 
they 
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they find , that the Article of 

his Majeſty's Coronation-Oath , 

| ( in which he had promiled to 
| rule the Kingdom with the Ad- 
vice of the Senators) did oblige 

him to think it neceflary any 

longer to have their Concurs 

rence to any Counſels he thought 

| hr to take; or continue their 
' Salaries to more of them than 
he was pleaſed to employ : Up- 

on which ſeveral of them were 

laid aſide; and the reft, inſtead 

of their former Title of Coun- 
ſellors, or Senators of the King- 

dom, were tiled the King's 
Counſellors; a Method which 
perhaps in time may coſt the 
Crown dear , there being lefr 

none to bear the Burthen between 

the King and the Complainants. 

And to give greater ſtrength to 

this, the States declared alſo, 

That tho the Regents , during 

a Mi- 
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. a Minority, might be called to 
account for their Adminiſtrati- 
on; yet his Majeſty, who re- 
ceived his Crown from God, 
was only accountable to God 
for his Aftions, and tied by no 
other Engagements than what 
his Coronation-Oath imported ; 

namely , To rule the Kingdom 


according to Law : Which Arti- 


cle was further explain'd 1n the 
following Convention. 

To remedy the great Neceſ- 
fities the Government was re- 
duc'd to, and dilcharge the valt 
Debrs contracted in the War, 
ſeveral very Important Conclu- 
flons were made; for both a 
very large Benevolence was grant- 
ed, towards which every perſon 
in the Kingdom that | receiv d 


Wages paid the Tenth Pe- 


ny ; eveiv whole Farm Five 
Ciowns , which 1s near as 
much 
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much as the uſual Rent of thoſe 
Farms ; and the Cities 2 propor- 
tionable Contribution; and that 
tor Two Years, or it a War hap- 
ned, for Four:- And a Reſolution 
was taken to, eſtabliſh a New 
Colledge of Reduction, withPows- 
er to reunite to the Crown all 
ſuch Lands, as by former Kings 
had been alienated by way of 
Donation, or (old at an under- 
value. | 
' The Choice of the Members 
of this Colledge, and the Par- 
ticulars of their Inſtructions , 
were left to his Majeſty; the 
States only preſcribing ſome ge- 
neral Bounds , and eſpeciall 
providing, That of ſuch Lands 
as were to be reunited, the va- 
lue of 7ol. a year ſhould be lefc 
to the Poſleſſor. 

The care of the future Secu- 
rity of the Kingdom the States 
recom- 
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recommended to his Majeſty , 
praying him to make luch an E- 
Rabliſhment of the Militia , aad 
Preparation of the Fleet 4nd For: 
crefſes, as ſhould appear need- 
tul: So favourable was this Con- 
junEture for the Advancement 
of the King's Authority, thar he 
[carce needed to ask whatever 
he deſired; each Body of the 
States {triving which ſhould out- 
bid the other in their Concel- 
ſions. The Nobility and Gen- 
try, who univerſally depend on 
the King, as nor being able to 
ſubſiſt upon their own private 
Fortunes, without lome addino- 
nal Office, were under a Necel- 
licy to comply with every thing, 
rather than hazard their prefeac 
Employments, or future Hopes 
of Advancement ; their Intereſt 
therefore obliged them hy keep 
Pace wich the Seve» of the Ar- 
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my that fate in their Houſe, and 
{ome others of their Bret'1ren, who 
vigorouſly promoted the King's 
Aﬀairs. | 

The Clergy, Burghers, and 
Pealants, were cafily perſuaded , 
That the Mileries they had luffer- 
ed, proceeded from the too great 
Power of the Nobility ; that the 
King could never be too much 
truſted, his Majeſty having ſo oft 
expoſed his Life to the greateſt 
Dangers in Defence of his Sub- 
jects, it was their Duty to make 
all the grateful Returns they were 
able ; beſides, they were glad of 
an occaſion of humbling the Nobi- 
lity, wlo in Proſperity were al- 
ways imperious, and concluded, 


char the burthen falling upon 


them, would redound to their own 

calc. 
Thele Dilp»ficions of the Peo- 
pie, acced to the exceflive Aﬀe- 
ction 
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Etion they had for the King's Per- 6/4 
ſon, from an Opinion of his Piety, | 
and Admiration of his Courage, 
gave him an opportunity to lay 
che Foundations of as Abſolute a 
Sovereignty, as any Prince in Europe 
poſſeſſes. The Project of which 
great Alceracion, his Majeſty ( as 
was ſuppoled ) received trom Ba- 
ron John Gyldenſtiern, a Miaiſter of 
Great Abilities, and as great an E- 
nemy to the Senate : He had wait- 
ed on the King in the War, and 
drawn to himſelf the Management 
of all weighty Afﬀeairs, and perhaps 
expected to hold the ſame Poſt up- 
_ on this Great Revolution, which in 
the former Conſtitution he could 
not hope ; bur before this Aſſem- 
bly, and ſoon after his return from 
an Embaſly in Denmark , he di- 
ed, not without ſuſpicion of Foul 


play. 
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Upon thele Foundations his 
Majeſty ,atter the Separation of the 
States, ler his Miniſters earneſtly to 
work, and with an Unwearicd Ap- 
plication took Cognizance of their 
Proceedings. 

For: ign Aﬀairs were committed 
to Count Benedift Oxenſtiern, Mon- 
tieur Ebren/tien, and Monſieur Oern- 
ſtedt, perſons of great Experience 
and Abilities : The Count began 
ro beemploy'd in Publick Aﬀairs 
at the T reaty of Munſter, at which 
he was for ſome time,and has fince 
been for the moſt part in Embal- 
ties ; eſpecially in Germany , and 
was then return'd from the Trea- 
ty of Nimeguen, where he had ( 'tis 

{aid Upon his Lady'saccount ) en- 
reitain'd a violent Aveiftion to 


France: and being made Preſ1.ent 


of the Chancery in the room of 
Count Magnus de la Gardie, who 
was laid alide, he took care to give 

his 
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his Majeſty the ſame Impreſſions, | 
laying before him how that Court, | "4144 
by corrupting his Miniſters, had EVE 
engap'd Snueden in the War, of 

which his Majeſty had felc the | Jo 
mileries; and was forced to fir — 
down with the Lols of ſome Ter- b 
ritories in Germany, beſ1des Forty 


Sail of good Ships, and above 


100000 men ; all which might ei- $49 
ther have been prevented or re- WY 
paird, if France had not facrific'd ol Fe 
Sueden -to its own Intereſt : Thar EE 
the Subſidy was rather diſtribured | ©) 
by French Commiſlaries, and em- _ 'F1 
ploy'd in their oven Service, than WO. 
paid co his Majeſty, who oft times __ 
in his greateſt need could not be 4 i 
ſupplied out of that Fund : Thar | oe 
his * Majeſty could neither be Ma- $. 
{ter of his own Counſels, nor make 3 ; 
any tolerable Figure in Europe, [o Uk 
long as he was eſteemed a Penfijon- £4 


er and a Mercenary. 
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'Thele and the like Reaſons mo- 


vcd the King ro command each 

Member of the Privy Council to 
- puttin Writing whatMeaſures the 
thought adviſable for him to take, 
1n relation to Foreign Aﬀairs; in 
which ſome of them argued very 
warmly for France ; but the Rea- 
ions on the other fide. were more 
prevalent with his Majeſty, who 
tereupon took ſuch Reſolutions 
as produced the Guaranty League 
with Holland, and other Counlels, 
thar Sucden has fince purſu'd, 

For the management of Aﬀairs 
at Home, his Majeſty employed 
Bron Claudius Flemingh, whole Fa- 
ther having been ill uſed by the 
Regents in the King's Minority, 
had leir him ſevera] Projects, that 

fcIl in with the Deſigns on foot, 

_ and enabled him to go- through 
with the Reduction of Crown- 
Lands, being made Picfdent of 
| that 
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that Colledge, and afliſted with 


a competent number of Aſſeſſors : 
He began to examine the Titles 
of thole that held any Lands that 
had formerly belonged to the 


Crown; and where any ſuc! were 


found to' have been alienated by 


way of Donation for pretended 
Services, or were ſituated in - for» 
bidden places, (that is, within 
Six miles of any of the King's 
Caſtles) they were reunited ro 
the Crown without further dis- 
ſpute ; the Value of ol. per An. 
being reſerved to the Polleflor : 
As to Crown-Lands that had been 
ſold, eaquiry was made into the 
nature of the Price, and the Real 
Value of the Eſtate. Where Rea- 
dy Money had been paid, the In- 
tereſt of 5 per Cent, was allowed 
for ir; and if the Yearly Value 
of the Eſtate exceeded thar Inte- 
reſt, the ſaid Overplus, and the 
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Thele and the like Reaſons mo: 
vcd the King ro command each 
Member of the Privy Council to 
put in Writing wharMealures they 
thought adviſable for him to take, 
10 rejation to Foreign Aﬀairs; in 
which lome of them argued very 
warmly for France ; but the Rea- 


jons on the other fide were more 


prevalent with his Majeſty, who 
thereupon took Juch Reſolutions 
as produced the Guaranty League 
with Holland, and other Counlels, 
that Snucden has fince purſu'd, 

For the management of Afﬀairs 
at Home, his Majeſty employed 
Bzron Claudius Flemingh, whole Fa- 
ther having been 111 uſed by the 
Regents in the King's Minority, 
had leit him ſevera] Projects, thar 
fell in with the Deſigns on foot, 
and enabled him to go- through 
with the Reduction of Crown- 
Lands, being made Prefident of 


S) 
that 


OY 
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that Colledge, and aſliſted with Fry, 
a competent number of Aſeſlors: | 
He began to examine the Titles 7s 
of thole that held any Lands thac 
had formerly belonged to the 
Crown; and where any ſuc! were 
found to have been alienated by 
way of Donation for pretended 
Services, or were ſituated in - for- $40 
bidden places, (that is, within 0 
Six -miles of any of the King's Ph 
Caſtles) they were reunited to 1h. 
the Crown without further di- | Ef 
ſpute ; the Value of ol. per An. 
being reſerved to the Polleſlor : 
As to Crown-Lands that had been 
ſold, enquiry was made into rhe 
nature of the Price, and the Real 
Value of the Eſtate. Where Rea- 
dy Money had been paid, the [n- 
terelt of 5 per Cent, was allowed 
for it; and if the Yearly Value 
of the Eſtace exceeded that Inte- 
reſt, the {aid Overplus, and the 

3 In- 
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Intereſt of it at 8 per Cent. from the 
fiſt Alienation, was compured, 

and frequently made to amount 
roas much as the Capital ir (elf ; 

which bcing by that means ſari 
fied, the Eſtate rcturn'd to the 
King. Where Lands had been g1- 
ven in Payment of Arrears, tleie 
no latereit was allow'd, the Ca- 
pital beings accounted unfruitful ; 

ſo that the Yearly Value of ſuch 
Lands, together with the Intereſt, 


was dedubted from the Principal ; 


which being ſoon caten out, not 


only the Lands -return'd ro the 
King , but the Pof{cflor allo be- 
came indebted to him; and he 
wm CO accept it as anAct of Grace, 
zt his Majeſty took the Lands, and 
Fain the Deb:. 
By thele Methods the King 1e- 


cover'd a very great Revenue, tho | 


with the ImpoveriſhingSf moſt 
Families 10 Saeden, 4nd *many of 
them 
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them, ſuch whoſe Anceſtors, and 
themſelves alſo had ſpent their 
Lives and Fortunes in the Crown's 
Service, which Conſiderations 
could HG be regardc -d, nor Ex- 
ceptions made in favour bf any 11 
particular, without adding to the 
Diſconteats of all the reſt, who 
more patiently ſuffered, while the 
Caſe was general. 

The ſame Baron Flemingh was 
allo made preſident of the Trea- 
ſury, and of the Col'edge of Li- 
quidation, a Court erected not 
only to be a Barrier to the Trea- 
{ury, and keep all Creditors of, 
till their Accounts werc firſt Rated 
and approved in that Colledpe ; 
but his buſinels was alſo to find 
_ out ſuch as were any ways in- 
debted ro the King, to form the 
Charge againſt them, and de- 
mana Payment , which was not 


to be refuſed upon pretencz ( a 
H 4 
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it ſometimes was the Caſe ) that 
the Party had greater Sums due 
from the Crown, but the King's 
Debt was to be paid fiſt, and 
- without any delay, and the Party 
left to Stare his Accounts after- 
wards in the Colledge of Liqui- 
d:tion. And wherein {ſuch As 
were uled towards many , by 
making (as they call them ) Ob- 
{ervarions upon the Price, the time 
of delivering the Species of Mo- 
ney, and the hike, thar ſeveral of 
tne King's Debris have been paid 
without a f.rthing of Money, and 
not a few Pretenders have thereby 
been made Debrors to the King, 
and payment extorted with great 
R1gour. | 

The payment of the Fleet, his 
 Majclty committed to Baron Hans 
Wachtmeij/er, (in the place of the 
Great Admiral, Count S-ecnbeck ) 
wio prevailed to have it removed 

| from 
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from Stockholm, its ordinary Stati- $ 
on, to a Harbor fortified for thac a4 
purpoſe in the Province of Bleak- : 


the Spring, and the Parts adja- 
cent abounding . with Timber. | 
In that, and other places, great Po 
diligence was uled, both to re- EE 
pair the Old Ships, which amount- : WH 
ed not to Twenty Sail, and to 124 
' build New Ones, of which fince = 
that time, about Twenty from 4 
Eighty to Forty Guns; and Eighe 
or Ten of leſs force, have been 
built by Two Engliſh, and other 
Maſter. builders. | 
The Eſtabliſhment of the Mr» 
litia, his Majeſty made his own 
peculiar Care, as having more 
immediately fel: the Effects cf 
the Diſorder it had been in, and 
learnt by Experience the neceility 


of 


ing, and named Carlſcrone , as be- : 
ing both nearer to Denmark, and Bobs 
Germany , earlier free from Ice in - 
{ 
1 


2 
3 
. 
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of ſuch a Standing Force, as might 
anſwer the ends. of its Initicu- 
tion. 

In what manner his Majeſty 
proceeded herein, ſhall be ſhown 
in another place. 


In this Interval , his Majeſty 


publiſhed ſeveral 'new Laws ; 

one againſt Duels, the ſubſtance 
of which is already mentioned ; 

another to fix the Right of Pre- 
cedency among the Nobiliry and 
Officers ; wherein next after the 
Privy-Counſellors, the Soldiers 
are principally conſidered ; each 
conſiderable Oſhice, being rank- 
ed according to its Dignity and 
Precedency , determined accord- 


ing to that Rank, without any 


reſpect to Birth or Qualir ty. 
At the next Aſſembly of the 
States in the Year 1683. "=" | 
benevolence equal to that grant- 
ed the laſt Seſſions, his Majeſty 
odtained 


as 
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obtained ſuch farther Ad vantages, 
as the ends he deſigned did re- : 
quire; for not only the Reunion of 
the ol. a year reſerved by the 
former Seſſion, was conlented to, 

and that vickows the leaſt dith- 

culty, becauſe thoſe of the Nobi- 
lity that had loſt moſt, did chere- 
by revenge hanolver of the Offi- 

cers of the Army: And others, who 
had been the great Sticklers in the 
Reduction, by which themſelves 
had loſt lictle or nothing, if the 
Reſervation of 7ol. per Anum had 
ſtood ; but the Article of ruling the 
Kingdom according to Law, was al- 

ſo further explained , "anal the 
States declared, That has Majeſty 
was not thereby tied to the Laws 

then in being, but might alter the 
ſame, and add thereto {uch Con- 
icurions, as he thought moſt uſe- 
ful for the preſent State of the 
Kingdom ; = that whatever In- 
{tructions 
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ſtructions he pleaſed to give any 
Colledge or Officer, the ſame were 
a Law to them, and all others that 
they concerned, added only this, 
That they hop'd his Majeſty would 
communicate to the States ſuch 
Laws as were of a general Nature, 
and intended to be binding to the 
whole Kingdom. And whereas his 
Majeſty had laid before the States, 
the undue Proceedings of the 
Miniſters at his Father's Death, 
whole Teſtament they reſcinded , 
and alter'd the Frame of the Go- 
vernment, he had preſcribed to 
| be obſerv'd in the King's Minori- 
ty; the States declared, That 
the Authors of thoſe Alterations, 
were no honeſt Patriots, and left 
them to the King's Juſtice, pro- 
miſting that in caſe of his Majeſty's 
Deceaſe, during his Succeſlor's 
Minority, they would ſee his Te- 
ftament punQually fulfilled, and 


the 
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the Form of Government thereby 


preſcribed, inviolably obſerved. 

The nextAſſembly of the States 
in 1686. renewed the uſual Bene- 
volence which was asked to enable 
the King to pay his Debts, and 
made [ome further Conceſſions in 
che matcer of the Re-wion, rather 
to take off the Odium from the 
King and his Miniſters, than to 
add any Authority to his Majeſty's 
Proceedings. 

Theſe and the like Conceſſions, 
have rendred his Majelty an A4b/c- 
| lute Monarch, to which his Subjects 
ſubmit wichour any conteſt ; and 
had not thoſe other preſſures that 
accompanied it made it unealy, 
there would ſcarce have been 
found in that Loyal Kingdom any 
one Perſon diſaftefted to the Go- 
vernment ; but the loſs of Eſtates, 


they ſuppoſed to have right to, has 


creaced Diſconcenrs in many of 


the. 
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the Nobility and Gentry, and the 


frequent and heavy Taxes impo- 
| ſed bv the States are no leſs ſen(1- 
ble to thoſe of inferior Degrees ; 
that perhaps the King of Sueden 
has loſt as much in the Aﬀection 
of his Subjects, as he has gain'd 
 1n his Revenue; yer this is not 
like to produce any bad Effects , 
fince the King knows ſo well how 
ro make himſelf obeyed, and 
has ſuch .efftectual means in his 
hands, not only to reſtrain any 
dilorders, but to engage the great- 
elt part of the Nation to his [n- 
rerelt.. | 
For the Diſtribution of all [m- 
ploymenrs ot any Value in the 
Kingdom, belongs to his Maje- 
{ty ; and the Nobility and Gen- 
try, as well as others, are under 
a greater neceſ{ity than ever, of 
| rendring themſelves acceprable ro 


him, that they may get Employ- 
meats. 
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ments. Beſides, his Majeſty has 
lately thought fic to caule all thac 
are 1n Office to renew their Oath 
of Fidelity ; the Tenor of which 
has been accommodated to the” 
preſent Government. The In- 


{tructions allo of all Governors of 


Provinces, and other, both Civil 


I1I- 


| and Milicary Officers, have bcen 


reviſed and renewed: And as a 
new Body of Laws Eccleſiaſtical 
1s already publiſhed; ſothe Com- 
mon Laws of the Kingdom are 
under Conſideration, to be ren- 
dred more plain, full, and-ſuirablc 
to the preſent State of things, ac- 
cording to the mind of the King, 


and thoſe thar are his Adviſers in 


this Change ; yet all this Power 
and Proviſion is not by the Courc 
ic ſelf thought ſufficient to keep 
an Oppreſled People from Dilor- 

_ ders; nor would it likely long do 
ſo, if the King did not by great 
Appli- 
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Applications and Deferences court 
the Clergy , and by no {mall de- 
grees of Compliance with them, 
- not only in Eccleſiaſtical , bur 
even in Civil Aﬀairs, cultivate 
their Fidelity and Aﬀection ; and 
| this, becauſe the Prieſts have ve- 
ry great and uncontroulable Inte- 
reſt and Authority among the 
Common People (who only can 
make Diſturbances) and can ar 
their pleaſure inflange, or appeaſe 
them. 
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Coanr YN 
Of the Privy-Council, 


I13 


HE Ancient Conſtitution , 


which gave them the Thi 
tle of Senators of the Kingdom, 
gave them alſo Authority, not 
only ro adviſe in all buſineſs of 
Importance, bur in ſome Caſes 


tro admoniſh and over-rule the. 


King, who was not at Liberty to 


tranſact any weighty Aﬀeairs with- 
out the Concurrence of a majori- 
ty of the Senate; and tho the King 
choſe them, yet the States received 
their Oath, which rather expreſt 
their Fideliry to the Kingdom in 
general, than to the King ; their 
Office was for Life, and not only 
attempts upon their Perſon , but 
Detamation of them, was account- 
ed Treaſon. 

[ Burt 
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But the Late Revolution has ef- 
fectually delivered the King from 
this (as they call ic ) Encroach- 

ment upon Royalty and Prero- 
ative, and reduced thole Of- 
hcers to the Ticle , and proper 
Duties of Privy-Counlellors, put- 
ring it into the King's Power to 
employ them as he thinks fit, ro. 
ask rheir Counſel as he ſees oc- 
caſton, and to lay ſuch of them 
aſide, as he finds convenient, 
which his Majeſty accordingly 
practices; ſome of them being 
laid aſide, and the remainder , 
cogether with thoſe the King hath 
added ro them , are diſperſt in- 
to. various Imployments , and 
very rarely meet in a Body ; his 
Majeſty cranſating all Afﬀairs , 
both Domeſtick and Foreign, with 
the proper Officers, to whom 
they are immediately iarruſted , 
without the Participation of the 
| whole 
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whole Council, The number of 
Privy-Counſellors is at preſent 
about Eighteen, each of them 
has a Salary of 3ool. a year, and 
moſt have other beneficial Em- 
ployments, 


+3 CHAP. 
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CuaF AL 
Of the States of Sueden. 


H E Boundleſs Liberality 

of the three laſt Seffions of 
the States hath left that Body lit- 
tle more than its Ancieat Name, 
and a Power of Conſent to {uch 
Impoſitions as the King's Occaſi- 
ons require, which he chuſes ra- 
ther to receive through their hands, 
than imploy his Authority in a 
matter ſo apt: to Adminiſter oc- 
caſion of Diſcontent : Their uſual 
time of Aſſembly, is once in three 
Years, or oftner , if the Afﬀairs 
of the Kingdom require it. The 
Letters for calling them together, 
are ſent to the Governors of Pro- 
vinces, who thereupon write to 
cach Nobleman and Gentleman 
in their Province, and to the Bi- 


ſhops, 
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ſhops, who caule the ſame to be 
publiſhed in all Churches. 

The Body of the Nobility and 
Gentry are repreſented by one of 
each Family, of which there are 


about a Thonſand in Sweden, and 


with them the Collonel, Lieute- 
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nant-Collonel, Major, and one _ 


Captain of each Regiment fit and 
Vote. 

For the Clergy, beſides the Bi- 
ſhops and Superintendents in each 
Rural Deanery, or Ten Pariſhes, 
one 1s choſen, and maintained at 
che Charge of his EleRors; theſe 
make a Body of abou: 'I'wo hun- 
dred. | 
The Repreſentatives of the 
Burghers are choſen by the Mayi- 
ſtrares and Common-Council "of 
each Corporation, of which Stock- 


holm ſends Four, others T wo, and 
{ome Oae, ka make abour One 


bundred and filcy. 
E2 The 
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The Peaſants of each Diſtrict, 
chuſe one of their own Quality to 
appear for them, whoſe Charges 

they. bear, and give him Inſtructi- 
ons in ſuch matters as they think 
need Redreſs; they are about 
Two hundred ind hfty. 

Their firſt meeting ( when at 

 Stockbolm) is 1n a large Room in 
the Caſtle, called the Hall of the 
Kingdom, where his Majeſty be- 
ing ſeated on a Throne, Hes. the 
Privy-Counſellors fitting at ſome 
diſtance, the Preſident of the 
Chancery makes them a Comple- 
ment in the King's Name,and then 

a Secretary reads his Majeſty” s Pro- 
poſals ro them, in which they are _ 
acquainted with the State of Aﬀairs 
{ince their Recels, and the preſent 
occaſion of their Advice and Aſſi- 
{tance. To which, firſt, the 
Marſhal of the Nobility ; who i is 

choſen by the King, returns an 

k | anf wer 
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anſwer , and kiſſes the King's 
hand; and after him, -the Arch- 
biſhop in the Name of the Cler- 
gy ; the firſt Burgher maſter of 
Stockholm, for the Burghers, and 
one of the Peaſans for his Brethren. 
They then ſeparate into four le- 
veral Houſes, and chule a Secret 
Committee, compoled of an 
equal Number of each Body,who 
receive from the King's Miniſters 
ſuch further Informations of his 
Majeſty's Pleaſure, as are not 
thought fit to be communicated 
in publick, and thereupon prepare 
{uch matters as are to be propoſed 
ro the ſeveral Bodies. In each 
Houſe matters are concluded by 
majority of Voices; and if one or 
more of theſe Bodies difter in Opi- 
nion from the reſt, they are either 


brought over by perſuaſions, or | 


the point remains unconcluded. 


I4 When 
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When the Afﬀeairs propoſed by 
the King are finiſhed, they-then 
inſinuate their Grievances , } each 
Body ſeverally, ro which the King 
returns {ſuch Anſwers as he thinks 
at; and to each Member of the 

three Inferiour Bodies an Authen= 
tick Copy is delivered, as well of 
the general Concluſion made by 
the whole States, as of the King's 
Anſwer to the Grievances of his 
reſpective Body, which he carries 
home to his Electors. 
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© o « +. XL 
_ Of the Revenue of the King. 


dom. 


T "'HE ſtanding Revenues of 
the Kingdom of Sweden,ariſe 
from Crown-Lands, Cuſtoms, 
Poll-Money, Tythes, Copper and 
Silver-Mines, Proceedings at Law, 
and other le[s confiderableParticu- 
lars ; which are calculated in all to 
near a Million of Poundsa Year ; 
of which the Lands make above 
one Third,and theCuſtoms almoſt 
a Fourth. The Poll-money is paid 
only by thePeaſants,each of which 
above Sixteen, and under Sixty, 
pays about T welvepence a year. 
In the Treaſury-Chamber , a 
Preſident(now Baron Fabian IWrede) 
with Four Counſellors, and other 


Offt- 


122 AnAccount of Sueden. 


Officers fit, and a& as a Count of 
Juſtice, in ſuch matters as relate 
ro the King's Revenue ; but they 
| make no Aſſignments, that being 
the buſineſs of the Contoir of State, 
in which the Commiſlary, in con- 
jun&tion with the Preſident, di- 
{poſe of all Payments, but yet not 
without Orders immediately from 
che King : At the beginning of 
every Year they make a'Calculati- 
on of what is likely to come in, 
and what will remain above the 
ordinary Charge ; which they lay 
before his Majeſty , and receive 
his Orders what Debts ſhall firſt be 
paid. The greateſt part of the 
King's Money paſles through the 
Bank, and thereby ſaves the 
Charge of Officers, to recieve and 
pay it, there being between the 
Contoir of State, and the Bank, on- 
ly one Rent-maſter ( as they ſtile 
him ) who keeps account with 
them 
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them both, and gives Aſſignments 
according to the Orders he re- 
Cieves. 

The Revenue is ſuppoſed at pre- 
{ent to excced the ordinary Charge 
of the Crown ; and the King ha- 
ving lately had three teveral ex- 
craordinary Contributions, and 
vaſt. Forfeitures from the Faulty 
Miniſters of State , as allo great 
Advantages 1n recovering the 
Debts due to the Crown, would 
have his Coffers well fill'd, if the 
Building of Ships, and paying, of 
Debts contractcd in rhe laſt War, 
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had not drain'd them in lome mea- . 


lure. In 1686 it was rold the 
States in the King's Name, Thar 
in Six Years time his Majetly had 
paid Debts to above Two Milli- 
ons of Pounds ( tho many of them 
were paid with little Money), bes 
ſides the RL of about Thir- 
ty Ships : And ver 'tis generally 

belie- 


124 An Acrount of Sueden. 


believed, the King is not ill provi- 
ded with Ready Calh; and there 
is great neceſſity for ſuch Provilſt- 
on, to {upply any preſſing occaſt- 
on, {ince the Credit of Sneden is 
very low Abroad; and at Home 
the ordinary Taxes are ſo high, 
that the people cannot long fur- 
niſh any Additional and Extraor- 
dinary Aſfiſtances ; chat as the 
Crown has reſumed all former 
Liberalities, and with Rigour ex- 
acted its urmoſt Right, ſo it muſt 
chiefly depend upon thole Funds, 
little being to be expected from 
the People, and no Credit from 
Abroad in caſe of Extremity, 
lince thoſe that have formerly 
trulted the Crown, have been lo 
very ul uſed ; and neither the 
States of the Kingdom, it they 
ſhould interpoſe their Pngage- 
ments, are in a condition to make 
them good ; -noz can any Depen- 
dance 
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dance be made upon the Security 
either of the Crown-Lands , or 
any other Branch of the Revenue, "4 
ſince the late Reſumption of thoſe 
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Lands, and Revocation of ſuch 1 
Securities , have deſtroy'd all fu- | * 
ture Faith. | 
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\ Cu A 
Of the Forces of Suedeni. 


5 Be E Reputation gain'd, and 
£ the Conqueſts made by 
Sueden in this and the laſt Age, 
has not ſo much been owing to 
ics Native Strength, as to Foreign 
Aſſiſtance of Germans, French, Eng- 
_ liſh, andelpecially Scots, of whom 
they have uſed great Numbers in 
all their Wars with Moſcovy, Po- 
land, Germany, and Denmark ; and 
by them the Art of War and Mi- 
litary Diſcipline has been by de- 
grees introduced into this Nation, 
that in former times had only the 
advantage of Courage and Num- 
bers; for tho the Original Conſtitution 
of the Countrey, and its Diviſion 
into Hundreds and other larger 
Portions, that till retain Miljs 
tary Names, ſeems to have been 


the 
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the work of Armies, and the fre- 
quent Expeditions of theGoths,and 
other Inhabitants of theſe parts, 
ſhew, That in all Ages they were 
addicted ro War and Violence; yet 
It was in adiforderly and cumultu- 
ous manner ; their Infantry always 
conſiſting of unexperienced Pea- 
ſants, railed for the occaſion, and 
digbanded as ſoon as it was over. 
The Feudal Laws indeed(which are 
{uppoſed co have had their Birth a= 
mongſt thele people) provided for 
a competent Number of Cavalry, 
allEſtates of the Nobility andGen- 
try being held by Knights Service ; 
and while the Kingdom was Ele. 
Hive, the Kings were bound to 
maintain ſome Forces of Horſe out 
of the Revenues of the Crown; but 
this Eſtabliſhment had been in a 
reat meaſure corrupred, and 
the Kingdom lo ſhatterd with 


Domeſtick Broils, that ic made: a 
very 
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very inconſ1derable Figure ; and 
was lirtle known in Europe , till 
the Crown became Hereditary , 
and the Intereſt of the Royal 
Family concerned in the Strengeh 
and Proſperity of the Nation : 
Since that time the Standing 
Forces of the Kingdom have 
been augmented, yet not fo ef- 
fectually eſtabliſhed as its neceſ- 
ſities required ; for it generally 
happened, that the Nobility and 
Gentry were ſo backward in fit- 
ting out their Horſe, and the Le- 
vies of Foot not being ro be made 
withour the conſent of the Peaſants 
in the Aſſembly of the States, it 
was {o hardly obtain'd, that the 
Regiments were very thin, and Re- 
cruits extteme difhcult ; nor were 
che Officers Salaries ſo punEually 
paid, as to enable them ro be in 
readinel(s on all occaſions. 


To 


An Account of Sueden. 
To remedy thele Inconvenien- 


ces, the 
' the States had conterr'd an Abfo- 


late Power, to pur the Mzl:t:r nro. 


{uch a Method 25 he ſhou!d think 
fir, has made {uch Regwations in 
all the Particulars relating to ei 
Matter ; as were re quilice Oo DIINg 
it to PerteRion, 

The new Iyunciions he has 
made about the Cavalry, that the 
Nobility and Gentry furniſh, are 
ſo exact, that 'isnot in their pow- 
er co put either the Man or the 
Horſe that are once Liſted, to 0- 
ther Employments than what are 
there ſpecified, bur muit - have 
them 1a a continaal Readineſs, 
whenever they are cail'd uphn, 
with fuch Arms and Equipage, as 
his Majzſty hath directed. In de- 
faulc of which, fevere Penalties 
are inflicted, and the Eſtates they 
hold by that Service fubj2&t ro 
Contifcation, K For 


reſent King, on whom 
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For the Infantry, the King has 
taken the like Care; and whereas, 
formerly no Levies could be made 
bur by Conſent of the States, and 
that but by ſmall parcels at a time, 
and with ſuch diſturbance, that 
on thoſe occaſions 'twas uſual for 
halt the- Peaſants to run into the 
Woods, and other hiding places 
to cicape being made Soldiers This 
has been remedied by the King's 
Commiſſioners, who have diſtri- 
buted the Infantry of each Pro- 
vince proportionably to the Num- 
ber of Farms, each of Which of 
the Value of about 60 or 70 /. a 
Year (not being appropriated co 
the Otticers or other peculiar Ser- 
vices) 1s charged with one Foot 
Soldier, who receives from the 
Farmer, Dyet, Lodgings, ordi- 
nary Qloaths, and about Twenty 
Shillings a Year in Money; or elle, 
a little Wooden Houle is buile tar 

him 
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him at the Farmer's Charge, who 
muſt alſo furniſh him with as 
much Hay, as will keep a Cow 
1n Winter, and Paſturage m Sum- 
mer, and Plow and Sow for him 
ſuch a parcel] of Ground as will 
afford him Bread ; they that are 
marry'd, (as many of them are, ) 
generally accept this Jatter Condi- 
tion ; the unmarried Soldiers uſu- 
ally abide with the Farmer, but 
are not bound to do him any Ser- 
vice without Wapes ; when they 
have once taken the Peaſants Mo- 
ney, and are Liſted in the King's 
Service, they can never quit ſo 
long as they are able to ſerve, and 


if they deſert, are puniſhed with 


Death : The firſt Inſtitution of 
this Method was very burdenſome 
to the Peaſants, who were atgreat 
Charge to hire their Men, which 
coſt them 10 and ſometimes 20 l. 
apiece, and the fame they muſt 


K 2 ' do 
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do whenever their Soldier dies. 
This in peaceable times will not 
be {o chargeadle, as it 1s 1n times 


of War ; when Men will be un- 


willing to ſerve, and Recruits 
more frequently Cd; : and as 
this 13 parr of the Project hitherto . 
unexperienced, ſo moſt believe it 
will be tound very difficulr, if not 
impracticable. 

As all the common Soldiers are 
thus provided for at the Country's 
Charge, fo all Officers both of 
Horſe and Foot are maintained 
by the King, who hath appropria- 
red ſo much of the Lands Jately 
reunited, or formerly belonging 
ro th? Crown, to that purpoſe. 
So that every Othcer has a con- 
venient Houle, and competent 
Portion of Land to live upon, ſci- 
tuate in that part of the Country, 
where the Regiment he belongs 
to is quartered 3 as alſo the Rent 


of 
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of ſo many other Farms as make 
up his pay, ( which tho it be ſfome- 
whar leſs than formerly,) yet be- 
ing punctually paid either in Mo- 
ney, Corn or other Comodiries, 
hey find it more profitable, chan 
when they were to folicite for it 
at the Treaſury. 

A Colonel of Foot has, of theſe 
Lands the yearly Rent of about 
300 {. and the reſt proportion- 
ably, which amounts to about 
 2500l. a Year, for all the Oth- 


cers both upper and under, of . 


one Foot Regiment. And there 
being in Sweden, Finland and Lief- 


land 28 Regiments of Foot, un-_ 


der this Eſtabliſhment the Main- 
' tenance of all the Officers beloog- 
ing to them, colts the King abour 
70000 . a Year; what Charge 


the Cloathing of the common Sol- 


diers once in two or three Years, 
their Arms and ſuch other Necel- 
K 3 {aries 
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134 An Account of - Sueden: 


ſaries may put the King to, can- 
not be ſo cafily computed. 

The Officers of Horſe are pro- 
vided for afrer the ſame manner 
with ſuch large Allowance as 1s 
requiſite. There are Fifteen Re- 
giments of Horſe thus eſtabliſhed, 
and the Maintenance of their Ofh- 
cers 1s computed to be about 
8ooool. a Year, all which ariſes 
irom the Rents of Crown Lands, 
as do alſo the Wages of Cizil Of- 
ficers in the Country, who have 
Farms annex d to their Employ- 
ments, 1n the ſame manner as the 
Militia. 

The Laws the King hath made 
jor maintaining this Conſtitution 
are every exact and particular, 
and provide with great Caution, 
thar neither the Peaſants ſhall be op- 
preſs'd, nor the Lands and Houſes 
ruind; to which end all ſuch 


Lands are yearly viſited, and the 
| Pol- 
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PoſleiJor compelI'd to make ſuch 
Repairs as are found needful ; 
and as every Officer upon his firſt 
coming to ſuch an Eſtate, ſub- 
{cribes an Inventory of it, fo upon 
Advancement he cannot take Pol- 
{e{ſion of another Charge, till he 
hath put that Eſtate into as good 
a Condition as he found it, and 
in caſe of Death his Heirs cannot 
inherit, till char be done. | 
In times of Peace, all Treſpaſles 
and Crimes comitted by the $ol- 
. diery fall ordinarily nnder the 


Cognizance of a Civil Magiſtrate, 


who has the {aine Authority over 
them, as over the reſt of the 
King's Subjects, except when they 
are encamped, or in Garriſon, or 
any way under flying Colours ; in 
all which Caſes, as alſo in all Mat- 
rers that relate ſolely ro their Pro- 
feſſion, their Officers have Juril- 
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leave a private Soldier 15 not per- 
mitted to lodge out of | his Quar- 
ters, nor be abſent a day trom the 
Pariih he belongs ro; the infe- 
rior Officers cannot be abſent from 
their Charge, but by the Colonel's 
Permiſſion, nor Captains and 
thoſe above them without the 
Kings s leave; and the cood Effect 
of the Officers conſtant Reſidence, 
vpon their reſpective Charges, 
ppoars In tc quict and peacc- 
able Behaviour of the Soldiers, 
who have not hitherto broke our 
Ito any Enormitics, nor given thc 
commen Feople any grcat occaſi- 
on of complaint: 
To kecp them 1n Diicipline, 
each Company mcets, and 13 Cx- 


erciled, once a Month, and every 


Regiment once or twice a Year, 
at which times only they wear the 
the King's Cloaths, which at their 
return, are careſully [aid up in the 


Churches. For 
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For their Government in time 
of War thc Kiny, hath Jately cauſed 
theArticles of W2r to be reviewed 
and printed, cogeiher wit'z a new 
Eftabliſhment of Courts Marſhal, 
a::d Inftrudions for the Anders 
Gererol, and other Officers con- 
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cein'd in the NMiniſtration of Ju- ' 


ſtice- 

And for his Viajeſty's Informa- 
tion Oi 4:1 occaſions, a Book hath 
boo icrcly made, ſpecifying the 
Nas <c: ot cvery Military Officerin 
the mgp's army, tne time when 
they firſt came 1nto the Service, 
and by what Steps they have riſen, 
by y which means ar one view, his 
Majeſty knows the Merit and Ser- 
vices of any Othicer. 

The Forces in Pomerania and 
Bremen, as allo the Regiment of 
Foet Guards are not under this 


Eſtabliſhment, butare you? in Mo- 


ney. 
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138 An Account of Sueden. 
The whole Body of the King 


of Sweden's Forces, according to 
the beſt and moſt exact Account, 
15 as follows : 

The eſtabliſh'd Militia 
in Sweden, Finland and 
Liefland are, Men 
Cavalry 15 Regiments, 1s 17000 
Infantry 28 Regiments, is 35000 
Foot Guards « Regiment, 2000 
Forces in Pomeren and Bre- 

men 6 Regiments, 1s 6000 

Inall, 5o Regiments, 60000 

Each Regiment ordinarily con- | 
fiſts of 1200 Men (but ſome of 
more) of which 96: are Officers ; 
and ſuch care is taken to keep 
them complear, that it very fſel- 
dom happens, that 20 Men at a 
time are wanting 1n a Regiment 3 
and as they are always in a readi- 
neſs, fo a great Body of them may 
quickly be brought together, e- | 
ſpecially towards the Borders of q 

Den- 
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Denmark and Norway, where in 
ewenty Days time the King of 
Sueden can have an_ Army of 
20000 Men. 

Above the ordinary Eſtabliſh- 
ment the King hath annex'd to 
each Regiment about twenty fſu- 
pernumerary Farms, to anſwer 
any extraordinary Accidents of 
Fire, &9-c. and to furniſh a Subſi- 
ſtence for ſuch Officers, as are paſt 

Service. 

For common Soldiers that Age 
or Wounds have rendred unfit for 
War, there 1s one general Hoſpi- 
tal, which has a good Revenue, 
and befides that, every Officer 
that is advanced, pays to it a Sum 


of Money proportionable to the 


Charge he ariſes to. A Colonel 

pays 100 Crowns, and others in 

proportion. 

| Beſides the Arms in the Hands 

of the Militia, there is a confide- 
rable 
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140 4 Account of Sueden. 
rable Magazine at Stockbolmr, and 
another at the Caſtle of Fenco- 
pingh towards the Borders of Den- 
ark, and theſe, as occaſion ſerves, 
are furniſh'd from a conſiderable I- 
ron-work at Oerbro inNervia which 
1s continually employed in making 
Arms of all forts. In the Caſtle of 
Fencopingh a Train of Artillery 
ſtand always 1n readineſs. This 1s the 
ſole Inland Fortreſs in Sueden, 

| which leſs needs ſuch Artificial 
Strengths, as well for other Rea- 
 Jons, as becauſe Nature in very 
many places has provided it with 
{uch Paſſes, as that a handful of 
Men may defend againſt a prear 
Army. 

On the Borders of Norway, be- 
ſide ſome ſmall Forts, that keep 
the Paſſages over the Mountains, 
there 1s the Caſtle of Babuns ici- 
tuate upon a Rock 1n the midſt of | 


a deep River, but overlookt by the 
Rocks near i The 


I 
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The City of Gottenburgh is 
well fortified place, but wht 


Commanded by the Neighbour- 


ing Hills. | 

' The Town of Marſtrand, and 
the Caſtle of Elfsburgh lie towards 
the Sea: on that tide towards 
Denmark are Waerburgh, Halmftad, 

Landſcrone and Malmo, places of 
good defence. Upon the Baltick 
| Shoar are Carleſcrone and Calmar, 
with two {mall Forts at the en- 
trance of the River leading to 
Stockbolm. The Northern parts are 
covered with Lapland, the Bor- 
 dersof Finland towardsRuſſia wich 
_ vaſt Woods and Moraſſes, and in 
ſome parts with Caſtles and Forrs. 

In Lzefland, belides Riga, Rewell 


and Narwva, which are very ſtrong 
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places, there are ſeveral conſide- 


rable Fortreſles. 
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Of the Trade of Sueden. 


H O' Sweden has in all Times 
 furniſht Exrope with thoſe 
neceſſary Comodities it abounds 
with, yet either the Warlike Tem- 
per, the Idlenefs or Ignorance of 
the Inhabitants, has formerly kept 
chem from being much concern'd 
in Trade, and piven Strangers 
the Management and Advantage 
of it, which for a long time, the 
Hans Towns {cituate on the Bal- 
tick Sea, monopolized, till the 
Seven Provinces of the Netherlands 
were Erected into a Republick, and 
became Sharers with them : Before 
that time very little Iron was 
made 1n Szeden, but the Oar, be- 
ng .,. 
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ing run into Pigs, was carried to 
Dantzick, and other Parts of Pruſ- 
fra, and there forged into Bars ; 
for which reaſon the Country 
Smiths in England call Foreign I- 
ron Dansk or Spruce Iron. The 
Nation owes the greateſt Improve- 
ments it has made in Trade to 


nan 


the Art and Induſtry of ſome in- 


genious Mechanicks,that the Cruel- 
ty of the Duke de Alva drove 
into thele parts : their Succeſs in- 
vited great. Numbers of Reformed 
Waloons to tranſplant thither, 
whoſe Language and Religion re- 
mains 1n the places they ſettled in, 
where they erected Forges and 
other Conveniences for making of 
Iron Guns, Wie, and all other 
ManufaGtures of Copper, Braſs, 


and fron which for the moſt part 


are ſtill carricd on by their Po-. 


ſtericy. 
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The Snediſh Navigation was 
very inconſiderable, till Queen 
Chriſtina at the Concluſion ot the 
War 1a 1644. obtained from Den- 
mark a Freedom from Cuſtoms 
for all Ships, and Goods belong- 
ing to Srediſh Subjects, in their 
Paſſage thro' the Sound, and clta- 
bliſhe in her own Dominions that 
difference in Cuſtoms that ſtill 
{ubſiſts between Suedifh and Fo- 
reign ps and is 19 proportion 

t 4, 5, 6, the firſt called Whole- 
ow the ſecond Half, and the laſt 
Unfree, lo that where a whole 
tree Suediſh Ship pays 400 

_ Crowns, halt free pays 500, and 
a Foreign Veltlel 600, 

Bur as grear as this Advantage 
was, it had but little effec, call 
the Engliſh Art of Navigation 
bridled the Hel/anders, and open- 
ed the Intercourſe, between Eng- 
land and Sueden. Since that time 

their 
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their Commerce has been much 
augmented, as well as ours that , 
way, and Goods tranſported by od 
both, or either Party according to 
the various junqures of Aﬀens. 
When Sweden has been engaged in 
aWar, the Engliſh Ships have had 
the whole Employ; but in times 
of Peace, the Advantage is fo 
great on: the Snediſh ſide, and 
Merchants ſo much enconraged by 
Freedom in Cuſtoms to employ 
their Ships,that Eng/i/ſþBotroms can- 
not be uſed in that Trade, but only 
while Szeden 1s unprovided with 
a number of Ships ſufficient for 3 
the Tranſportation of their own 
Commodities ; whether it be teaft- 
ble to lay a Duty upon Sediſh 
Ships, unporting Goods into Eng- | 
7and, proportionable to what 1s 
laid upon Forezgn Veſlels there, or 
whether the Matter be of ſo great 
Importance as to merit ſuch a Re- 
L ſolution 
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ſolution, does not belong to this 
Diſcourſe to determine. 

The chief Commodities Sueder 
vends, are Copper, Iron, Pitch, 
Tar, Maſts, Deals, and Wooden 
\Vare, (beſides the Commodities 
exported from Liefland) to the 
value of about 7000007. a Year, 
in return of. which they receive 
from abroad Salc, Wines, and 
Brandy, Cloth, Scuffs, Tobacco, 
Sugar, Spices, Paper, Linnen, and 
tc vneal other ſorts of Goods which 
are ſuppoſed commonly to bal- 
lance their Exportations,and lome- 
times exceed them. 

Their Trade to Portugal for 
Salc is accounted moſt necellary, 
as without great quantities - of 
which they cannot ſubſtſt. That 
with Exgland is more beneficia), 
becaule itrakes off almoſt half their 
own Commozicies, and brings 1n 
ncar rwo thirds of Money for one | 

of 1 
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of Goods. The worſt is their 
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French Trade, 1n regard it rather 


ſ{upplics their Vanities, than Ne- 
celſiries, and pives little or no 
vent to the Commodities of the 
Country. 


The general Direction of their. 


Trade belongs to the Colledge of 
Commerce, which conſiſts of the 
Preſident of the Treaſury, and 
Four Councellors, who hear Caulcs 
of thatnature,and redreſs any Dil- 
orders that happen. The Bank at 
Stockbolni is of great benefit ro 
Trade, as well in regard that the 
King's Cuſtoms for that City are 
paid in there, as allo that the 
Merchants ordinarily make Pay- 
ments to each other by Bills drawn 
upon it, which eaſes them of a 
great Trouble in Tranſporting 
cheir Money from place ro place, 
that would otherwiſe be very dit- 


ficult and char geable. This Banks 
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is well conſtituted, and was in 
very good Credit, whilſt 1 had 
the States of the Kingdom for its 
Guarrantees, of which 1 it has now 
but the Shadow ; thoſe States be- 
ing (and are now ſtjled) the Kings 
(not Kingdoms) States fo that all 
' ts Foundation derives now from 
the Will and Pleaſure of che King, 
which may on ſeveral occa{ions 
diminiſh not only its own Suth- 
ciency, bur alſo the Confidence of 
thoſe that make uſe of it. The 
Management of the Trade of 
Sueden has always in the main been 
in the Hands of Strangers, moſt 
of the Natives wanting either Ca- 
pacity or Application, and all of 
them Stocks to drive it ; for with- 
out Credit from abroad, they are 
not able to keep their Iron-works 
going : and therefore at the be- 
ginning of Winter, they uſually 
make Contracts with the Engliſ/Þ, 
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and other Foreigners, who then 
advance confiderable Sums, and 
receive Iron in Summer; Were it 
not for this neceſſity, Foreign 
Merchants would have bur little 
Encouragement, or ſcarcely Per- 
miſſion to Live and Trade amongſt 
them, and even as the Caſe ſtands, 
their Treatment of them 1s as ri- 
gorous, as in any Country, occa- 
ſloned chiefly by the Envy of the 
Burghers, who cannot with any 
Patience ſee a Stranger thrive a- 
mong them. This is leſs ſenſible 
to Hollanders and others, many of 
whom becotne Burghers, and the 


reſt by their near way of Living 
are leſs (ubject ro Envy, but rs 'X 
more eſpecially the Caſe of the - 
Engliſh Merchants, who find it "Ln 
not their Intereſt to become Bur- Þ/ 
ghers, and uſually live ſomewhat » 
coo high. : 

LE 23 The | 
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The Intereſt of England in the 
Trade of Sweden may be compu- 
ted, by the Neceſſity of their Com- 
modities to us, and the vent of 
ours there 3 their Copper, Iron, 
Tar, Pitch, Maſts, ec. cannot be 
had elſewhere, except from Ame- 
rica, Whence it has been ſuppoled 
ſuch Suppties may be furniſhed ; 
and it ſo, this Contideration ought 
in reaſon to have an Influence on 
the Suediſh Councels, and engage 
them to make the Engliſh Trade 
with them as eaſje as poſlible, that 
the Merchants be not driven upon 
new Deſigns. 

As to our Importations thither, 
it has already been ſaid, - that they 
ſcarce amount to one third of 
what we export from thence, and 
conſiſt chiefly of Cloth, Stuffs, 
and other Woollen Manufa@ures, 
of which has been formerly vend- 
ed yearly there to the value of 
4h | about 
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about $0000 l. beſides theſe, To- 
bacco, New-Caſtle Coals, Pewter, 
Lead, Tin, Fruits and Sugar, with 
ſeveral other of our Commodities 
are ſold at this Market ; as alſo 
good quantities of Herrings from 
Scotland, with other of their 
Wares, that in all we are ſuppo- 
ſed to vend Goods to about 
100000 [. a Year, whereof if any 
more than half be paid for, it 1s 
extraordinary. But the making 
of Cloth in Sueden to ſupply the 
Army, @vc. which has been for- 
merly. endeavoured without Suc- 
ceſs, being now encouraged and 
afliſted by the Publick, and'un- 
dertaken by ſome Scots and o- 
thers, has of late, and does now 
prove a great hindrance to the 
Vent of our Cloth there. Ard 
to favour this Undertaking, Enp- 


liſh Cloth is now, (unle(s it be 
{nach finer Cloths as cannot be 
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made here) clogg'd with ſuch ex- 


ce{live Duries,as render the Impor- 
ration of it impracticable. Thele 
Undertakers have got Workmen 
irom Germany, and ſome from 
England, and belides the German 
Wool they ule, they receive great 
quanritics from Scotland (ſuppoſed 
to be practiced. out of England) 
without which they cannot work. 
Yet-- as at preſent, the Engliſh 
Trade. in Sueden, is of the Impor- 
tance above mentioned, notwith- 
ſtanding rhe Abatements aforeſaid, 
it is however conſiderable, and 


willbe ſo, while their Commodities 


contunue to be neceſſary, and thole 
thar are concern'd in it, will de- 
terve as they need, Protection and 
Encouragement. 

The laſt Treaty of Commerce 
between the Two Nations expired 
ſeveral Years ago; and that of an 


older Date neicher ſuirs the pre- 
ſent 
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ſent State of Things, nor has 

been thought by the Szedes to ſub- 

fiſt ; tho' now for their own In- 

tereſt they inſiſt upon the con- 

trary, accordingly their Treatment 

of the Engliſh is only in reference 

to their own convenience. And 

as the Subje&t of former Com- 

plaints ſtill remains, ſo new Bur- 

thens are frequently impoled up- 

on them : Sometimes they have 
demanded of Merchants that were I 
leaving the Country, a ſixth part FP 
of the Eſtate they had got in it, F 
and arreſted their Ff/fes on thar OY 
account. And beſides others, that 

moredireqly concern their Trade, 

the quartering of Soldiers, and 

paying of Contributions has been 

exadced for ſome Years, and ſome- 

times the Engliſh forced to ſub- 

mit tO 1t. 
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In the Year £687. upon their 
Petition to the King, for redrels 
of theſe Impoſitions which were 
than laid very high, upon ſome 
above 50/1. upon others 40, 3o, 
ec. befides that ſuch of them as 
kept Houſe had Soldiers quarter- | 
ed upon them, ſome 3, 6, or 8. }Þ\. 
In anſwer to their Petition, a Pla- |} 
caet was publiſhd, declaring that I | 
they ſhould be exempt from thoſe } | 


Payments; but withal, that no Fo- JÞ , 

reign Merchant ſhould continue 
co Trade in Sxeden above Two |} \ 
- _ Months in a Year, unleſs hewould ÞJ ; 
become a Burgher. In purſuance Þ |} 
of which Reſolution their Ware- } « 
houſes were ſhut up for ſome time, I 


and the Sxedes ſeem refolved to q 
proceed to extremity 3 but have c 
not put that Reſolution generally IJ | 
in Execution, tho' they ſeem ro Þ 
wait for an Opportunity, and now 
and then they try it upon particu- 

lar 
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lar Perſons, to ſee how Fore 
Princes will take it. 


The Law that exacts the third 
part of ſuch Foreign Merchants 
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Eſtate, as die in Sweden, has not + 


in effe&t been ſo beneficial to the 
Suedes, as frightful to the Mer- 
chants, who (eſpecially the Eng- 
liſh) for that and other reaſons, 


never think of marrying, and 


ſertling there , fo long as their 
Afﬀairs are in good order, and 
they in a Condition to return home 
with a competent Eſtate and Cre- 
dit ; upon which account Eng- 
land ſeems to be leſs concern'd to 
endeavour the repeal of that Law, 
it being more uſeful to have She 
dev a Nurſery for young Mer- 
chants, than a place of Settlement 


for thoſe that have got Eſtates. 


CHAP. 
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Cuar XV, 
Of the Suediſh Conqueſts, 


H E- ancient-Expeditions of | 

the Goths, and the King- | 
doms they erected in France \Spain, 
Italy and elſewhere, upon the Þ 
| Ruins of the Roman Empire, have Þ | 
little Connexion with the preſent 
State of the Country, and only | 
 ſhews, that their Nation was then | 
much more populous and power- 
ful, than it has been 1n latter 
times, which i generally aſcribed 
to the uſe of Polygamy among 
them, while they were Heathens; 
but the Conqueſts which continue 
to be beneficial to Sweden at this 

day are of a much later Date. 
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For it wasnot till the Year 1560. 
that the Suedes got footing 1n 
Liefland, when the Knights Tem- 
plers, who were Maſters of thoſe 
Parts, being overthrown by the 
Muſfcowites, King Erick of Sweden 
was invited by the Inhabitants of 
Rewell, and the Country adjacent, 


to take them into his Protection, 


which he conſented to; and the 
Door being thus opened, the 
Crown of Sueden has by degrees 
wreſted from the Poles and Muſ- 
covites the greateſt part of Lief- 
| land, and ſome Provinces of Ruſ- 
{ ſia adjoyning to it ; Countries of 
I ineſtimable value to Sweden, as, 
which both cover it from the In- 


curſions of the Poles and Muſco- 


vites, and furniſh it with plenniful 


Supplies of Corn and other Com- 
modittes; beſides the Benefit it 
reaps by the vaſt Trade of thoſe 
Parts. On the fide of Denmark, 

beſides 
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beſides Tempterland and Hercadalc, 
Two - Northerly Provinces lying 
oppoſite to Norway, they have 
recovered the rich Conntries of 
'Schonen, Halland and Blecking, 
which joyn to the Body of Seder; 
and gave the Danes, while they 
poſleſs'd them, free entrance into 
che very Heart of the Country. 
They have alſo got from the 
Danes the Ferritory of Bahnus, 
which prevents all Inroads from 
that fide of Norway. Theſe, to- 
gether with the Countries of Po- 
merania and Bremen, are fo conli- | 
derable, that their Writers own, 1 
thatthe preſent Royal Family hath 
augmented the Kingdom near one |} ft 
halt; only with this Diſadvantage, J t 
thatall the Neighbours of Sweden | a 
are thereby diſobliged, and watclr JF t 


all opportunities to retrieve their | g 

I offes; ſo that Sueden can never | | 

armly depend upon the Friendſhip J a 
of | 


vY 
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of Denmark, Poland, Muſcovy, er 
any other Neighbouring Princes. 


_— — > — 


CHAP XVE 
Of the Intereſt, of Sueden. 


TJ HE great Domeſtick Tn- 
tereſt of Sueden has been 
of late thought to conliſt in the 
Advancement of the King's Re- 
venue, and Authority at home, 
| in order to make him more for- 
1 midable abroad ; fo that the Na- 
{ tion has had no Intereſt diſtin& 
from the King's; as the King on 
the other ſide would feem ro have 
an inſeparable Connexion with 
the Profperity of his Subjects in 
| general, and moſt eſpecially of 
| che Yeomanry,: or Peaſants, who 
| are accounted the Bajis of the 
K10g- 


150 z Account of Sueden. 


Kingdom, rather than the Tradin 
part ; therefore tho' the Peaſants 
have not been ſpared from bear- 
ing a conſiderable Share of the 
common Burthen ; yet more care 
has been taken to make it {it eafte 
upon them, than upon, the reſt, 
and they delivered from the Op- 
preſſion of the Fellow Subjects, 
which they formerly laboured un- 
der: the Encouragement of Trade 
and Manufactures is alſo the King's 
Care, and great Wonders are ex- ' 
pected from it; but doubtleſs there 
1s much more in their Imaginatt- 
ons, than will ever be found in 
the Efrett. 

It is alſo found the King's In- 
tereſt to keep the Nobility and 
Gentry very low. In Ms of 
Religion his Majeſty has no other 
Intereſt than to maintain the pre- 
{ent Eſtabliſhment, and keep the 
Clergy to the due Performance of 

their 
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their Duty, which admits of lirtle 
or no difficulty. 

In general the.chief Domeltick 
Intereſt of the King of Suzder 15 
to preſerve the Government in its 
preſent State, and ſecure it fuch 


to his Succeſlors, it being con{t1- 


tuced ſo much to the Advantage 
of the Royal Family, that in chat 
regard it can hardly be bettered 
by any Change. 


In relation to Foreign Aﬀairs, it 


15 apparently the Intereſt of Sie- 


den to avoid all offenſive War, as 


I6? 


being already in the quiet Poſſe(- - 


fon of as many conquer'd Pro- 
vinces on all {ides as it can well 
defend ; tho' more would not 
difpleaſe them, if they cou'!d be 
got with ſafety, to maintain a 
| good Correſpondence with Mo/- 
_ covy by a due Obſervarion of the 
reaty Jately concluded, and en: 

deavonr to end the Point of Sera- 
M ration 


162 4 Account of Sueden. 


ration of the Limits, which 1s the 
only Matter that can be like to 
create Trouble on that fide with 
Poland. 

Sueden has little occaſion of dit- 
ference, or reaſon, to apprehend 
any Quarrel, neither does it leem 
the Intereſt of Sweden to aim at any 
further Enlargements in Germany, 
but rather to uſe all good Offices 
to preſerve the Treaty of Manſter, 
as the Foundation of its Right 
to Pomerania and Bremen ; which 
Provinces are of ſuch Importance 
to Sweden, as rendring it much more 
conſiderable to all Exrope than 
it would otherwiſe be, that they 
will never be parted with fo long 
as Sueden 1s able to defend them. 

The Intercourſe with Denmark, 
has ſeldom been friendly, nor have | 
there ever wanted Grounds of | 
Quarrels, when the Conjunctures 


were favourable ; tho at preſent 
Sueden 
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. Sweden ſeems to have little occali- 
on of Miſintelligence with thar 
Crown, unleſs on the account of 
the State of Aﬀairs abroad, and 
the ſeveral Intereſts they have to 
mind therein; their Agreement in 
Point of Trade ſeems to cement 
them, but their Emulation in re- 
gard of a Mediation, and 1n other 
Points, is as likely to keep them 
at a diſtance ; nor 1s it at all pro- 
bable they ever will, or can fo far 
ſurmount ther mutual Diſtruſts, 
as actually to take part on the 
| fameſide.Butin regard of their own 
| | Aﬀaics, Sweden has gained lomuch 
' | from Denmark already, and the 
\ | Intereſt of the Trading part of. 
Europe is ſo much concern'd to 
hinder it from getting more, that 
being allo inferior to Denmark by 
Sea it 1s not probable it will in_ 
many Years have any defign of 
enlarging its Territories farther on 
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that ſide, tho' it has undoubtedly 
a longing Delire to Norway, which 
would make ir the fole Maſter of 
all Naval Stores. And Denmark 
is ſo much weaker at Land. that 
Sueden has no realon to appre- 
hend it, unlels Domeſtick Con- 
fultons do happen, which 1n all 
times Denmark has been ready to 
fomenr, and has frequently pro- 
fited by them 3 and it is not very 
improbable, but it may, 1n not 
many Years have an opportunity 
of doing fo again ; for which 
reaton elpecially it 1s the Intereſt 
of Seder to carry fair, and live at 
peace with Denmark. 
In Point of Alliances the leſs 
Sued:n can depend upon its 
- Neighbours, the more careful 1 
has been to entertain Friend(hip 
iurther from home, eſpecially with 
France ; which firſt began about 
150 Years ago between Francis 


the 
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the Firſt, and Guſtavus the Firſt, 
and ſubſiſtked till of late Years, 
that the Emperor's Party was 
thought more agrecable to the Na- 
tion's Intereſt, which ic has ac- 
cordingly eſpouſed. 

The Friendſhip of England or 
Holland, or both, has ever been 
accounted indiſpenfibly neceſlary 
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to Sueden, 1n regard of its Weak- 


eſs by Sea ; neither has Sweden hi- 
cherto enpaped in any War, where 
both thoſe Nations were Parties : 
and if {uch a Caſe ſhould happen, 
"tis not to be doubted but Swueder 
would uſe all poſſible means to 
obtain a Peace; for that the Coun- 
try cannot ſubſiſt without a quick 
Vent of its own Commodities, and 
continual Supplies of ſuch Necel- 


jaries, as It mult reccive from a- 


broad, of which it 1s very un- 


uſual ro make any Proviſion be- 
tore-hand, or lay up greater 


M Z Stores 


155 4» Account of Sueden: 
Storcs than what one Winter con- 
fumes. 


Caugsge AVI. 


An Extrait of the Hiſtory 
of Sucdcn. 


HE Original of the Swediſh 

| Nations which their Hi- 
ſrortans aſcribe ro Magog, Son of 
7aphet, whoſe Expedition thither 
taey placed in the Year $88, afcer 
the Flood, 1s builc upon ſuch un- 
certain Conyjectures, as neither de- 
terves to be mentiond, nor cre- | 
dited any more than the Names . 
ot tie Kings ſuppoled to ſucceed 
him, invenred by the Writers to 
1! up the Vacuicies of thole dark 
Times, of which other Countries, 
more hkely ro have been. firſt 


planted 
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planted, can pive ſo little account ; 
cherefore rho' the Country mighe 
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poſſibly have been early inhabited, . 


yet nothing of certainty can be 
known of it, till the coming of 


1 Othinus, or Woden, who was dri- 


ven our of Afra by Pompey the 
Great, about Sixty Years before 
the Birth of Chriſt. From this 
Woden, who (as their Hiſtories re- 
port) conquer d Moſcowy, Saxony, 
Smneden, Denmark and Norway 3 
all Northern Nations have been 
ambitious to derive their ExtraQti- 
on ; with him the Heatheniſh Re- 
ligion, that afterwards prevail'd in 
the North, Wiutchcrafr, and other 
like Arts were brought in ; as alſo 
the Cuſtom of raiſing great heaps 
of Earth upon the Graves of Per- 
{ons of Note, and Engraving of 
Funeral Inſcriptions upon Rocks 
and Stones, which yet remain 1n 
all Parts of the Country. 

M 4 1 mY 
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| To Woden, after his Death, 
Divine Honours were paid, as the 
God of War ; and as the two firſt 
Days of the Week were named 
acer the Sun and Moon, and Tweſ- 
day aiter Tis or Diſa, an ancient 
Idol, ſo IWedneſday had 'its Name 
irom him, as Thurſday from Thor, 
and Friday from Frigga, which 
three Jaſt were long the chict Ob- 
jects of the Northern Tdolatry. 
The Succeſſion of the Kings after 
IVod:n is full of confuſion ; the 
Nation being ſometimes parcell'd 
Into ſeveral little Kingdoms, ſome- 
times into two, Sucden and Go-> 
thia ; often ifubjet to Den- 
mark or Norway, and ſometimes 
Maſter of thoſe Countries, as alſo 
oi others more diſtant, where the 
Goths, that forſook their Native 
301], happened to plant themſelves ; 
but when, or on what particular 
occaſions, they made thoſe Migra- 
t10N5 
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tions, is not certainly known, nor 
how long they had been abroad 
when they firſt began to infeſt the 
Roman Empire, about 300 Years 
afcer Chriſt. 

That the Saxons, who were cal- 
led into England about the Year 
450, were originally a Colony of 
Goths is conjectured from the A- 
greementof their Language, Laws 


2d Cuſtoms. Burt that the Suedes 


and Goths, joyned with the Danes 
and Norwegians 1n their Invaſion 
of England, about the Year 800, 
we arc aſſured from our own H+ 
. ſtorians, that expreily mention 
them, with the Character of Bar- 
barous and Pagan Nations, as they 
then were ; and the ſame may be 
concluded from the many Saxor 
Coyns, that are frequently found 
. 1 Sxeden, and 1n greater variety, 
than in England, which ſeem to 
have been the Dane Gilt, or 


Tri- 


169 


170 4n Account of Sueden. 


Tribute that the Nation then 
paid. | 
The Normans allo, who about 
that tine ſettled in France, were 
in part Natives of this Country, 
{o that England, together with the 
Miſeries that accompanied thoſe 
Conqueſts, owes a great part of | 
its Extraction to theſe People. 

But to paſs on to Times of more 
certainty, it was about the Year 
830, that the Emperor Ludovicus 
Pins ſent Anſgarius, afterwards 
Arch-biſhop of. Hamburgh, to at- 
rempt the Converſion of the Suedes 
and Goths, who at firſt had Jittle 
or no Succeſs , but in his ſecond 
Journey, ſome Years after, he 
was better received ; and baptized 
the King Olaus, who was after- 
wards martyred by his Heathen 
SubjeRs, and offered in Sacrifice 
'ro their Gods; nor did Chriſtiani- 


ty become the general Religion of 
Suedenr 


a 
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Sueden till about a Hundred Years 


1 afcer, when it was planted by the 
| Engliſh Biihops formerly mention- 
ed, ſent for thicher by another O- 
Lens | ; in whoſe time the Kingdom 
of Sweden, and that of Gothia 


were united, but became after- 


wards to be ſeparated again, and 
continucd fo near Two Hundred 
Years ; when they were again 
zjoyn'd, on Condition that the 


Two Royal Families ſhould ſuc- 


ceed each other by turns, as they 
did for the ſpace of One Hundred 
Years, but not without great Dil- 
orders, and much Blood ſhed. 
This occaſion of Quarrel, which 
1 ended in the Extirpation of the 
_ Gothick Family, was ſucceeded by 
another; for Waldemer, Son of 
Berger, Ferle or Earl, who was 
defcagiend from the Royal Family 
of Sweden, being at that time cho- 
{en King, by his Father's Advice, 
he 


I259. 


172 4 Account of Sueden. 


he created his Three Brothers 
Dukes of Finland, Sudermanland, 
and Smaland, with ſuch a degree 
of Sovereignty i&their reſpective 
Dukedoms, as enabled them to 
diſturb their Brother's Govern- 
ment ; who was at laſt forced to 
reſign the Kingdom to his Brother 
1279: Magnus, which he left to his Son 
1292. Berger, who lived in continual 
Diſfſention with his Two Brethren, 
Erick ard Waldemar, till he took 
them Priſoners, and famiſh'd them 
to Death, upon which he was 
driven ont of the Kingdom, and 
{ſucceeded by Duke Ericks Son 
1:19. Magnus, who was per{waded 
to ſuffer his Son Erzch to be cho- | 
ſen King of Sweden joyntly with | 
himſelf, as his other Son Hagui- | 
ns was of Norway. 5 
Both theſe Brothers made War 
upon their Father, who thereup- 
on cauſed the Eldeſt tobe poyſon- 


cd, 
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ed, the other Haquinus, being re- 


Margaret, the Daughter Walde- 
mar, King of Denmark, in whoſe 


Perſon the Three Northern King- 


| doms were afterwards United. 


This Magnus being depoled for 
his 11] Government made place for 
his Siſter's Son 
Albert, Duke of Mechlenbargh, 
of whom the Szedes were ſoon 
weary, and offcred the Kingdom 
ro Margaret, whoſe Husband Hy- 
quinus had left her Norway, and 
her Father Denmark. King Albert, 
therefore being beaten 1n a pitch'd 
Battle, was taken Priſoner by 
this | 
Margaret, who ſucceeded him, 
and. enacted . the Union of the 
Thrce Crowns into a Law ; which 
was ratified by the Statcs of thoſe 
Kingdoms, bur proved much to 
the Prejudice of Seder, and to 
the 
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| cunciled” to his Father, married - 
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the Advantage of Denmark, which 
People had always the Art or Luck 
to get their Kings Favour, and 
render the Suedes and Norwegians 

ſuſpected ; conformable to Queen 
Margaret's Advice to her Succel- 
{or. 


Sueden ſhall feed you, Norway 
ſhall cloath you , and Denmark 


ſhall defend you. ww her requeſt 
the Three Nation#\ choſe her 
 'young Nephew 

1396, Erich of Pomerania, reſerving 
to her {elf the Government durin 
his Minority which ſhe ont-lived, 
and had time to repent ; at Jaſt 
ſhe died of the Plague, in the 
Year 1412. This Erick married 
Phillippa, the Daughter of Henry 
the 4th. of England : of her their 
Hiſtories relate, that Copenhagen 
being belſj eged, and King Erick in 
deſpair retreating to a Monaſtery, 


ſhe took the Command of the 
| City, 


J 
, 


An Account of Sueden. = 


I 

City, and beat the Belicgers, but 
afterwards having in the King's ab- 
ſence fitted out a Fleet that was 
unſucceſsful, at his return he fo 
beat and abuſed her,that ſhe there- 
by miſcarried, and retiring into 
fa Cloyſter died {oon aſter. 

The Oppreſlion the Szedes lay 
under- from Strangers,. and to 
whom the King committed the 
Government of Provinces, ard the 
Cuſtody of all Caſtles, contrary 
to the Articles of the Union, made 
them at laſt throw off the Yoke, 
and renounce their Allegiance to 
King Erick, in whoſe place they 
{ubſtiruted the General of the 
Kingdom, Carl Knuteſon ; with 
the Title of Prote&or, which he 
held abour Four Years, till they 
_ were perſivaded to accept 


5 


id 


Chriftopher of Bavaria, whom 144>. 


the Danes and Norwegians had al- 
ready cholen ; , his ſhort Reign 
gave 


% 
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gave the Suedes new Dilguſts 
to the Union, ſo that upon his 
Death, they divided themſelves 
and chole 

1448: Carl Knuteſen to be their King, 
who had before been their Pro- 
tecor, and remains a memorable 
Example of the Viciflitude of 
Fortune ; for after he had Reign- 
ed Ten Years he was driven out 
by a Daniſh Faction, and retiring 
ro Dantzick was reduced to great 
want. 

1458. Chriſtian of Oldenburg, King of 
Denmark and Norway, ſucceeded 
him,and renewed the Vnion which 
was ſoon diſſolved ; Chriſtian at- 
cer a Reign of Five Years being 
cura'd out, 

1463, Carl Knuteſon was reſtored to 
the Crown, which he held only 
Three Years, being over-power'd 

by a Fattion of the Clergy , and 
| forced to for{wear the "Crawh, 


and 
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and retire into Finlgnd, where he 
again fell into want 3; upon his 
_ Depolition his Daughter's Hul- 
band 
Erick Axelton was made Go- 
vernour of the Kingdom, which 
was miſerably ſhatrered by Facti- | 
ons, of which the Biſhops were the 
greateſt Ring-leaders , 1a Favour 
of Chriftian of Denmark, whom 
they endeavoured to reſtore, bur 
their Party being worlted, 

_ Carl Knuteſon was the third time 1458. 
received King of Szeden, and con- 
tinued fo till his Death, upon 
which | 

Steno Sture, a Noble Man of 147: 
ancient Family, was made Pro- 
teor of the Kingdom, which he 
defended a long time againſt King 
Chriftian, and his Succeſſor, to 
the Crowns of Denmark and Nor- 
way, but was at laſt forced to give 
place to 
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Fohn, who again reſtored the 
Urion of the Three Crowns, but 
purſuing his Predecefſors ſteps in 
oppreſling the Nation, and 1m- 
ploying of S:rangers, he was ſoon 
expcll'd the Kingdom, 

And Steno Sture was again made 
Protector 3 and he dying, 


Suanto Sture ſucceeded in the 


fame Quality. He had continual 


Wars with King oh all the time 
of his Government, which at his 
Death was conferred on his Son 

Steno Sture the younger, who 
withſtood che Daniſh Faction which 
the Arch-biſhop of Vpſall head- 
ed ; till dying of a Wonnd he 
[Edt TE Scirmiſh againſt the 

Danes, 

Chriflic rn, or Chriftian, the II. 
King of Dederk and Norway, was 
advanci ed to the Crown of Suzder, 
bur behaved himſcit to tyrannical- 
| by 


1 Account of Saeden, 
ly, and ſhed fo much 'innocen: 
Blood, eſpecially of the Nobilicy, 
which he deſign'd utterly ro root 
out, that his Reign became Into- 
lerable, and the whoi2 Nation 
conſpired againſt him ads the 
Condudt of 
Guſtavus the Firs, deſcended 
from the ancient Kings of Suzdey, 
whole Farther had being beheaded, 
and his Mother had wo Gifters 
impriſon'd by Chriſtiern : Ho was 
at firſt received: Governour ot tlie 
Kingdom, and two Years after 
had the Regal Dignity conterr'd 
on him; and as the Daxes and 


Norwegians had allo expeil'd King. 


Chriſtzern,who had married Ch.rl:s 
the gth's Siſter, and repaired to 
_ the Imperial Court for Succour, 
which he could not obtain to any 
purpole, being upon his L anding 
in Norway defeated, and caken 
N gh : Pxt- 


179 


IF2T. 


130 


An Account of Sueden, 


Priſoner ; in which State he con- 
tinued to his Death : Therefore 
Guftawus was freed from all further 
trouble, on that account ; and at 


liberty to redreſs the Diſorders of 


the Kingdom, which were great : 
His firſt Conteſt was with the 
Clergy, who had been the Authors 
of much C onfuſe 07 11 former Rergns ; 5 
to prevent which for the future, 
he took all occaſions to diminith 
their Revennes, reuniting to the 
Crown all the Lands that had 
been given to the Church the Jaſt 
Hundred Years; which together 

with the Reomerins of Religion 
diſquieted the firſt Ten Years of 
his Reign, and occalioned frequent 
Commotions: Which being over, 
the remainder of his time paſs'd 
without any diſturbance ac home, 
or Wars abroad ; fave only with 
Lubeck, and ſometimes with Moſ- 
covy. Ht- 


= 
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Hitherto the Kingdom of Sue- 
den had for (everal hundred Years 
been Ele&ive, but was at this 
time made Hereditary to the Male 
Iflue of Guſftawas, in a right Line 
' of Succeſſion ; with reſervation, 
that in default of ſuch Iſſue the 
Right of Eleffion ſhould return to 
the Eſtatess Guſtavus by his 
three Wives had four Sons, and 
ſeveral Daughters; his c]deſt Son, 
Erick, was to ſucceed to the Crown; 
Fohn was made Duke of Finland ; 
Magnus, Duke of Oftrogothia ; nd 
Charles, Duke of Sudermanland . 
whereby thoſe Provinces were in 2 
manner diſmembred from the 
Crown : AnError in Policy that 
Sueden has ſo oft ſmarted for, 
that they have ſince made folemn 
Reſolutions never to be guilty of 
it apatn; thns having in his Rejgn 
of Thirty ſix Years brought the 
| N 3 King- 
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Kingdom - into ſuch a flouriſhing 
Condition, as it had not ſeen in 
many Ages, and entail'd a Crown 
upon his Family, in which it full 
continues : He left it to his 
SON | 
Erick, who was thereby hin- 
dred from proſecuting his intend- 
ed Voyace to England, with hopes 
to marry Queen Elizabeth : He 
Reigned Nine Years, Five of 
which he kept his Brother John 
cloſe Priſoner, upon Suſpicion of 
his deſigning to ſupplant him, as 
he finally did, but not before Erick, 
his making a Peaſant's Daughter 
his Queen, and by ſeveral cruel 
and diſhonourable Actions had 
loſt the AﬀeCctions of all his 
Sabjzeats; fo that he was with- 
out much ditfculty depoſed, and 
condemncd to a perpetual Priſon, 
where he ended his Lite, Upon 


his 
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his Depoſition, the Crown came 
To | | 
Foba TI. notwithſtanding the: 558. 
| States of the Kingdom had enga- 
ged their future Allegiance to King 
Erick's Son, that he had by the 
Queen before Marriage. The 
War with Moſcovy, which be- 
gan in King Erick's time, about 
Liefland, was carried on by this 
King with good Succeſs, and {e- 
veral Places taken ; ro which nor 
only Muſcovy, but Poland and 
Denmark allo pretended ; for as 
the Knights Templers had tranl- 
jerr'd their Right to Liefland up- 
on Poland , to the Muſcovites had 
agreed to deliver ir to Magnus, 
| Duke of Holftein, the King of 
1 Denmarks Brother.” in confi dera- 
1 tioffof a {mall Acknowledgement 
ro the Czar of Muſcovy, as the 
Supream Lord : So that Four 
N 4 great 
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great Nations claimed rhis Coun- 
cry at once, Which poſlibly might 
facilitate the Suediſh Conqueſts. 
This Prince's Reign was Gifquiet- 
ed by his Attempt to alter the E- 
ftabliſh'd Religion, in which he 
made conſiderable progreſs ; bur 
was ſometimes in doubt, whether 
he ſhould endeavour an Union 


with the L:t:n or Greek Church ; 
co the former of which he art laſt 
declared himſelf; but could not 
prevail with his Subjects to follow 
nis Example. He kept his Bro- 
ther Erick Ten Years in Priſon, 
and then thought it neceſſary for 
Safery to have him poylon'd, ac- 
cording to_ the Advice which it is 
taid che States of the Kingdom 
bad given. 

His Brother Mags did not 
Miniſter any Cauſe of Sufpicton, 
' being cifturbed in his Brain, and 

un» 
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uncapable of having any | De- 


{ign. 

But his Brother Charles gave 
him ſufficient occaſion of Jealouſte, 
and it was not without great dith- 
culrcy, that chings were kept from 
coming to an extremity between 
them. 

After a Rcign of Thirty fix 
Years King Fohn died by the Faulr 
of an ignorant Apothecary, there 
being then no Phyſicians in 
Sueden ; to him ſucceeded his 
Son 

Sigiſmund, whoſe Mother was 
Catharine, a Princeſs of the Fa- 
gellan Family in Poland: To which 
Crown, Sigiſmund had been EleQ- 
ed Five Years before his Father 
dicd : His Brother Fohn was in 
his Minority ; ſo that his Uncle 
Charles had the Government of 
the Kingdom, till Srgzſymmnd came. 

| from 
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from Poland to be Crowned in 
Syeden - which was not till about 


Þ 


a Year after his Fathers deceaſe. 


_ His Coronation was retarded ſome 


' Months, by the Difficulties that 


aroſe about the Points of Relig1- 
on, and the Confirmation of Pri- 


viledges : All which were at laſt 
accommodated, and che King af- 


| ter a Years ſtay in Szeden, return- 


ed to Peland, leaving the Kingdom 
in great Confuſton, which daily 
encreas'd. 

So that at his return De Gears 
afrer, he was met by his Uncle 
at the Head of an Army, which 
defeated the Forces the King 
brought with him. Whereupon 
an Accomodation being patched 
up, he returned to Poland, leaving 
his Uncle to manage the Go- 
vernment. Which Poſt he held, 
till the States being weary of S7grſ- 


want ; 
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 mund, andhaving in vain brought 
him ro conſent ro his Son's Ad- 
vancement to the Crown, which 
his Brother John alſo refuſed : 
They conferrd it upon his Uncle 
Charles the Sth, who thereby be- 

_ came engaged in a War with Po- 
land, as he was already with Muſ- 
covy; the Scene of both being 1504. 
in Liefland, where the Suedes 
loſk Ground, till the Aﬀairs of 
Muſcovy fell into ſuch Confuſton, 
that they were forced to pive Swe- 
den a Peace,. that they mighr have 
1's Aſſiſtance againſt the Poles and 
Tartars; which was granted upon _ 
Terms very advantageous for Se- 
::, and ſent under the Condudt 
of Count Facob de Iz: Gardie, who 
did Mufcovy great Service 3 but 
the Muſcovites failing to perform 
the Conditions ſtipulated , he 
broke with them, and rok the 

City 
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City of Nowogrod, and diſpoled 
the Inhabitants, with others of the 
Neighbouring Provinces, to deſire 
Prince Charles, (Phillip, the King's 
younger Son) to be their Czar ; 
which was ſo Jong in treating 


about, that the Opportunity was 
loſt. 


The Year before this King's 
Death a War broke out with 
Denmark ; in which State he lefc 
the Kingdom to his Son 

| Guftavus Adolphus, who ha- 
ving ended the War with Den- 
mark, by the Mediation of James 
the 157, of England, applied him- 
ſelf ro that in Leifland and Muſ- 
covy 2 To the Borders of which he | 
ſent his Brother, not with an In- 
eention to procure his Eſtabliſh- 
ment 1n that Throne, which he ra- 
ther aimed at for himſelf; But to in- 
duce the fortified Places adjacent rg 


Finland 
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Finland and Liefland, to accept of 
Sxediſh Gariſons in Prince Charles 
Phillip's Name, which ſucceeded 
in a great meaſure, till another 
was choſen Czar; with whom, at- 
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rer various Succeſs on both ſides, 


a Peace was concluded by the Me- 
diation of England and Holland; 
by which Sweden, beſides part of 
Liefland,got the Countryot Inger- 
manland, and the Province of Kex- 
holm, with ſeveral fortified Places, 


and wholly ſhut out the Muſcowites 


from the Eaſt Sea. 


The Poliſh War, that had ſome 


ſhort Intervals of Truces, was of 
a longer continuance, and no lels 
beneficial to Sweden ; which, in 
the Courſe of it, rook Riga, and 
all other Places the Poles had in 


Liefland, except only one Fort, 


and thence carried the War into 


Pruſſ:z with the like Succeſs, till 


af 
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at laſt by the Interpoſition of 


England, France, &c. a Truce was 
concluded for fix Years. 

This gave Guſtavus leiſure to 
ENgage in the German War, to 
which he was both provoked by 
the Emperour,” and encouraged by 
others. The Year following he 


£ began that Expedition, and on 


June 24. arriving in the Mouth 
of the Odor, he Landed his little 
Army that conliſted of Sixteen 
Troops of Horſe, and Ninety two 
Companies of Foot, making a- 
bout Eight Thouſand Men, which, 
beiides other Additions, was aug- 
mented by Six Regiments of Eng- 
liſh and Scotch under Duke Hamil- 
ton, but more by the King's 1ncre- 
dible Succeſs, A 


Upon 
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Upon his firſt approach Stetin 
and all Pomerania tell into his 


Hands. The Year following ha- $::. 7. 
ving joyned the Elecior of Saxony, **3* 


he gave the Emperour's Army under 
General Tilly, a total Overthrow 
near Liepf; g : Whence he traver- 
{ed Franconia, the Palatinate, Ba- 
varia, &c. call che next Year at 
the Battle of Lutz2» (where his 
Army was again victorious) he 
was treacherouſly kill'd, (as 'tis 
believed) by Francis Albert, Duke. 
of Saxon Lawemburgh ; not only 
| to the great Joy of the Imperia- 
lifts, but of France and other his 
Friends, who envied and feared 
the Brakes Encreale of his Great- 
neſs. By his Death the Crown 
tell to his Daughter, 


Chriſtiana 
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Chriſtina, a Princeſs of Five 
Years old, in whoſe Favour her 
Father hd gained the States of 
the Kingdom to alter the Heredi- | 
tary Union, as tis ſtiled, which 
reſtrained the Succeſlion to the 
Male Line. In her Minority the 
Chancellor Axel Oxenſftiern had 
the Direction of the Suediſh Aft- 
fairs in Germany ; where the War 
was proſecuted with variety of 
Succels, but much to the Advan- 
tage of Sweden ; which was poſſeſt 
of above a Hundred fortified 
Places, and had an Army exceed- 
ing 100000 Men, when Prince 
Charles Guſtave was Generaliſlimo. 
A little before the Concluſion of 
the Treaty of Munſter, by which 
Sueden obtained for its SatisfaQi- 
on, the Dukedoms of Pomeranza, 
Bremen and Verdeu, wich the City 
of Wiſmar, and a Right of Seſſion, 
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to Vote in the Diets of the Empire, 
| and Circle of Lower Saxony, as al- 
| fo the Sum of five Millions of 
| Crowns. The Queen had for ſe- 
| veral years entertained a Reſolu- 
tion to quit the Crown, which. 
ſhe at laſt effected, and after ha- 


| ving procured Prince Charles Gu- 


ſtavus , to be declared Hereditary. 
Prince ( whom (the States would 
gladly have had the Queen mar- 
ried, but neither he nor ſhe were 
:niclingd to it) with much Solem- 
| nity ſhe diveſted her ſeif of the 
Crown, and releaſed her Subjects 
from their Allegiance , which 
the ſame day was conferred up- Jan 6 
on 1654. 
Charles' Guſtavus , who the year 
following made War upon Poland, 
to revenge the Aﬀeront done to 
him, in proteſting againſt his Ad- 
| miſſion to the Crown; his Pro- 
| ores at firſt {urprized nor. only 
Oo Pala? 2d, 
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Poland, but alarm'd all Europe ; 
for in $ Vas Months time he had 
taken all Pruſſia, except Dantzick'; 4 
a great parc of Lithuania, the Ci- # 
ties of Warſaw, Cracay, -and other 
places in the Greater and Leſſer 
Polmd. Moſt of the People of 
thoſe Provinces {wearing Allegi- 
ance to him, as being Delerted 
by King Cajemiy, who was fled 
12to Suleſta . but this Career 
of Proſperity did not long conti- 
nue; the fiſt Conlternation be- 
ing over, the Poles were as ready 
to tall from him, asthey had been 
ro embrace his Party ; beſides, 
the Emperour, Moſcovy, and Hot: | 
lmd, became his Enemies, as allo 
Danark ; which gave the King | 
of Sue. en an honourable Occaſ1- | 
on of quitting Poland, where he 
could not . long have lubſilted; - 
having therefore lefc his Brother, | 
Prince Aaolph,Governour of Pryſſta, 
ho 
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he haſtened to Denmark, which he 
{oon reduced to a neceſſity of Buy- 
ing Peace at the price of the Pro- 
vinces of Schonen, Halland, and 
Bleaking, which was concluded i in 
the following Spring , but broke 
out again in few Months. 

1T he King of Sueden unexpect- 
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1658. 


edly Landing an Army the fol- 


lowing Summer 1n Seelandt, where 
he took the Caſtle of Cronenburgh 
at the Entrance of the Sound, but 
had not the like Succeſs. at Copens 
hagen , which was beſieged and 
Gomhed in vain; and being the 
following Summer relieved by a 
Fleet from Holland, the Siege was 


turn'd into a Blockade, and con- 


tinued fo till Charles Guſtave, having 
by his bold and ſucceſsfulArremprs 
in ſix years time drawn upon Sye- 
den the Enmity of almoſt all Europe, 


was taken away by a Feaver, and 


1:ft the Crown to his Son 
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1660, 


Charles XI. the preſent King , 
whoſe Miniſters obtain'd Peace 
with Poland, Moſcovy, the Emperour, 
Brandenburgh, Holland, and Den» 
mark, upon Honourable Condi- 
tions, which continued till it was 
interrupted by the late War; of 
which an Account has been given 


already. 
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